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August 24, 2014     Matthew 14:13-21 

 

13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of 

this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he 

had compassion on them and healed their sick. 

15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already 

getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.” 

16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 

17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 

18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the 

five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave 

them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the 

disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21 The number of those who 

ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

Things Are Desperate!  Give Thanks! 

 

Think about how often Jesus allows things to become desperate.  Think of how He purposely waited four days 

to go and visit Mary and Martha at the death of Lazarus; giving his body some extra time to rot in the grave 

before he showed up.  Think back to the Old Testament when he allowed the Israelites to be surrounded by the 

Egyptian army with the sea at their back.  Years later the Assyrian Army was allowed to come beating on 

Jerusalem’s door as they invaded the Promised Land with a huge army.  God wanted the situation to be 

absolutely desperate.   

 

So also in today’s Gospel reading the situation was getting desperate.  It was getting late and a huge crowd had 

walked around the Sea of Galilee in order to have him heal their sick and to hear him speak.  Jesus did just that.  

He spent all day healing and then He also took the time to teach.  Those who were freshly healed were sitting at 

His feet.  Their families were rejoicing over their health.  They also were now able to focus on Jesus’ words.  So 

Jesus spoke; probably for quite some time.  It was so long, in fact, that the disciples wondered if Jesus was 

aware of the pending problem.  These people were getting hungry.  There were 5,000 men - not including 

women and children!  So we’re probably talking at least 10,000 people.  They’d need to get off soon.   

 

As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already 

getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.”  Notice 

how the disciples thought they had to tell Jesus what to do, as if He were some sort of ivory tower theologian 

who lost track of time and didn’t know what was going on.  It was nice that they were soaking up the word, but 

in their minds it was time for them to move on.  It seems that they wanted to wash their hands of the 

responsibility of taking care of these people.  They had already been healed and fed with the Word.  That was 

enough.  Why should they have to feed them? 

 

If anybody should have wanted the people gone, you would think it would have been Jesus.  The very reason he 

went to the other side of the lake was to have some time alone in prayer after He heard that John the Baptist was 

beheaded.  But these people wouldn’t let Him alone.  Jesus didn’t chase them away!  He wanted them to stay!  

Doesn’t this just warm your heart; to think and know that Jesus is always willing to take time for you; no matter 
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how desperate you are.  So even here Jesus was willing to go the extra mile with them.   

 

Jesus wasn’t done teaching them.  Or perhaps He wasn’t done teaching the disciples.  But He also didn’t want to 

see the people go hungry.  So Jesus told them to do something that was impossible.  Jesus replied, “They do 

not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”  Jesus put the responsibility in their hands and told 

them to take care of it, even though He knew there was no way they could do so.  Jesus even asked Philip in 

John’s account, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?”  Jesus asked this in order to test Philip.    

  

What do you do when you’re faced with such a command?  When you’re given a responsibility that there’s no 

way you can fulfill?  You either panic and start frantically looking for solutions, or you start making excuses as 

to why you can’t, or you get angry because of the unreal expectations, or you give up.  Philip reasoned it would 

take a half year’s wages for them to pay for it all.  There was no local supermarket to go to.  The other disciples 

found one boy who came prepared with five loaves of bread and two fish; but they knew that wasn’t nearly 

enough.  Basically, they had nothing.  Jesus wanted them to clearly see this.   

 

What they were forgetting was that they had the greatest resource of all available.  Jesus had just sent them out 

on their first mission journey by themselves, two by two.  “These were his instructions: “Take nothing for 

the journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in your belts.  Wear sandals but not an extra 

shirt.”  (Mark 6:8)  Even with nothing they were provided with plenty to survive, so they should have known 

from that experience that the Lord could handle this situation.  But instead, they couldn’t think outside the box.  

They only thought that the people could be fed from what could be paid for and prepared by others.   

 

It’s that inside the box thinking; that reasonable thinking; that often gets us in trouble.  That makes us want to 

give up!  “I can’t give my first fruits!  I have too many bills.  I don’t make what I used to.”  “I know Jesus said 

not to get divorced, but I just can’t deal with her anymore!”  Send her away!  Send Jesus away!  That’s the 

solution people have.  I can’t take this anymore.  “My boss is overbearing.  My co-workers are complete idiots.  

I quit.”   But you know you have mouths to feed.  You know you can’t pay the bills without a job.  You can’t 

just quit.  Maybe your marriage is miserable.  Maybe your spouse is being a jerk.  But you know God doesn’t 

condone divorce for that.  You have no right just to send him or her away.  So you say, “I can’t do it anymore!  

I’ve tried everything!”  Good.  Maybe it’s time to think outside the box.   

 

It almost seems to me that Jesus was smiling when He made this command and when He saw the desperation in 

the disciples faces.  He smiles because He likes to see us realize how weak we really are; and more importantly 

how powerful HE is - so that we finally looking outside the box - to HIM ALONE - in FAITH.   

 

In the middle of this impossible situation, what does Jesus do?   “Bring them here to me,” he said.  And he 

directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to 

heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves.”  Even though He only had five loaves and two fish, Jesus gave 

thanks even for this seemingly little gift!   As Paul told Timothy, “everything God created is good, and 

nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the word of God 

and prayer.”  (1 Timothy 4)  Jesus was thankful as He knew this little gift and this impossible situation would 

give Him an opportunity to show the disciples just how giving and powerful He really is.  He wanted to prove to 

them the truth that when seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 

as well.   
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Think about that in your prayer life.  How often do you do that?  Before you complain about what you don’t 

have and what you can’t do; why not thank God for what you DO have and what you CAN do.  Before you 

complain about your dental bills, why not thank God for the dentist?  As you think about how many taxes you 

are paying, why not thank God that you have police officers who will come to your house when you are being 

attacked?   

 

Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people.  They all ate and were 

satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.  The number 

of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.  Notice how He involved the 

disciples in this miracle.  He wanted them to be an active part of this giving miracle; so they could participate in 

His joy and witness firsthand what a miracle this was; so they could learn to trust in Him and look to Him for 

help in the time of need.   

 

Notice also how He used what He was given and multiplied it.   He used one boy’s generous donation and 

spread it out to five thousand people.  So something that seemed like such a small donation was blessed by God 

to feed thousands.  You never want to say, “I can’t give much.”  Jesus praised even the widow’s might; and God 

can do a lot with a little.   The disciples were shown firsthand how nothing is impossible with God; how Jesus 

could take this impossible situation and feed the people with more than enough food.    So much so that there 

were 12 baskets full left for each disciple to have more than his fill; even after all five thousand were fed; they 

were taken care of as well with more than enough.   

 

If you tried to reason out the cost of living and the future of our society I don’t think anyone would be so bold 

as to have children.  Do you know what the average cost is to raise a child now - not including college?   

$241,080.  Take that times five, and I’ve got over a million dollars to pay.  It seems daunting and impossible!  

Perhaps it is!  Yet how many times have you looked at your own bills and wondered to yourself, “Where on 

earth am I going to come up with this?  There’s no way I can afford this.”  And I’m not talking about the 

luxuries.  It seems to me that God loves to see me panic.  Somehow and in some way; we always seem to 

manage to make ends meet.  And the beautiful thing is in the ways He does it.  It’s usually through someone 

outside of us; somewhere you weren’t even expecting; that generous friends or family that are willing to step up 

to the plate and help.  Someone gives a gift.  A bill is reduced.   It’s awesome to see; especially the joy they 

have in being a part of the help.  What is that but God getting me to think outside the box?  It’s not just about 

what I can afford or can’t afford.  It’s about what God can do - even with the seemingly little we have. 

 

This story is really just a microcosm of what Jesus does for us spiritually.  He demands us to do the impossible.  

Don’t lust.  Don’t hate.  Turn the other cheek.  Give generously.  Be willing to forgive again and again and 

again.  He then proceeds to tell us how all are righteous acts are like filthy rags and we’re all unworthy.  He tells 

us that anything short of perfection earns damnation.  So what can we do?  We try, but we always fall short.  

We maybe even throw our hands up in disgust and maybe even anger.  We give up!   

 

That’s when He smiles and then hands us the answer; He points to the cross and says to us, “I’ve done it.”  If 

you think it was amazing what Jesus did with these loaves and fish, think then about what Jesus was able to do 

with His one body!  That one death is able to stretch over time and eternity and cover the whole world’s sins.  

That one resurrection was able to give thousands of believers hope of their own resurrection from the dead.  
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Even today He is able to take His same body and blood and feed His believers with Himself and His forgiveness 

again and again and again.  Who would've thought that this one Man would change the eternal destiny of so 

many people?  Just as there were 12 baskets full left over - with more than enough to feed everyone, Jesus died 

for the whole world.  Nobody can claim while they are in hell that Jesus didn’t pay enough for their salvation.  

Jesus didn’t want a bit of the leftover bread and fish wasted.  Nor does He want His crucifixion wasted as well.  

He wants us to share His wealth!   

 

I have a list of people that I try to pray through every morning at church.  Usually they are people that are going 

through some real difficulties in life.  Sometimes I don’t know what to pray.  It seems so hopeless.  And 

sometimes; maybe many times; I end those prayers with feelings of despair.  Maybe you’ve had those same 

types of prayers over your own problems.  When you watch the news, how often do you do the same thing - but 

throw your hands up in despair?  

 

When I get depressed and hopeless it’s not God’s fault.  It’s because I forget WHO I’m praying to and what He 

can do and has done!  Don’t forget WHO you are praying to and what HE can do.  He was able to feed five 

thousand people with a few loaves of bread and only two fish.  He can work through the most meager things; 

maybe even you; to produce results you never would have expected.  The fact that you are there praying and 

desperate; it means that you are in the right spot for Him; a spot in which He can impress you with a powerful 

miracle; an answer that you never would have expected to happen.  When things are desperate and you’re 

looking to Christ then rejoice!  Give thanks!  For nothing is impossible with God!  Amen.   


