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TEXT:  Matthew 25:31  THEME:  The Angels of God and the Final Advent

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on 
his throne in heavenly glory” (Matthew 25:31)  NIV.

Dear Advent Christians, watching and waiting for our Savior’s coming and return:

Talk to people nowadays about angels and you’ll probably get various reactions.  Some will 
smile at you in a condescending way as if to say, “Do you still believe in Santa Claus, too?”  
Others may not be so polite, as they laugh out loud and ridicule you.  In this “scientific” age 
of ours, angels are viewed as just another quaint relic from a superstitious age, in the same 
category as elves, leprechauns, and pixie dust.

Scour the Bible and you’ll find a much different reaction.  There you’ll find that angels are 
never the butt of jokes, never a laughing matter at all.  In fact, whenever angels appeared 
visibly as angels, people were “sore afraid,” “terrified” by their appearance.  Angels are 
real.  And if, by God’s grace, we still believe the Bible, then these holy messengers of God 
will inspire our awe and respect.

But you and I may have a different problem when it comes to these holy creatures of God.  
We may not pooh-pooh the whole idea of angels, but far too often we may think that angels 
live only on the pages of the Old and New Testaments—and never in the world today—
never in our own daily lives.

Still, there are many today whose lives have been “touched by an angel”—and I don’t mean
on a cute TV show.  People have walked away unharmed from a horrific accident.  People
have survived in a pocket of safety while a tornado ripped apart everything around them.

The world naturally would scoff at such an “immature” belief.  Many of us might be inclined 
to chalk it up to coincidence or dumb luck or at least doubt the intervention of angels.  But 
let’s remember that it’s faith that can move mountains; doubt never will.

This morning we conclude our series on the messages of the four Advent candles.  We’ve 
looked at the Candle of Prophecy and God’s promise of a royal Branch to come from 
David’s line, one who would be called the LORD, our Righteousness.  We’ve seen the 
Bethlehem Candle and how God chose such a tiny town for such a mighty purpose—the 
birth of our Savior.  We’ve examined the Shepherd’s Candle that reminds us that we have a 
Shepherd who cares for us and guides us.  And now we come to the one called the Angels’ 
Candle.  Let it remind us today of the FINAL ADVENT yet to come.

Talking about angels during this blessed season of Advent and Christmas seems most 
appropriate.  St. Luke opens his Gospel with the events leading up to the birth of Christ.  
He tells of the angel who appeared to Zechariah the priest and told him that his wife, 
Elizabeth, would bear a son who would become the great Advent prophet and herald of the 
coming Savior, John the Baptist.  Six months later this same angel Gabriel came to a 
young virgin with the earth-shaking news that she would become the mother of the Savior.  
"Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God.  You will be with child and 
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.  He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. …his kingdom will never end." (Luke 1:30-33) 
NIV.
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On Christmas Eve an angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds keeping watch over 
their flocks by night and preached the first Christmas sermon:  “Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11) NIV.  

Later an angel would appear to Joseph in a dream and warn him to take the Christ-child 
and Mary to Egypt and remain there until bloody Herod’s death.

It was angels who appeared to Jesus after he was tempted for 40 days and nights by the 
devil and ministered to him.  An angel from heaven strengthened Jesus in the depth of his 
agony in the Garden of Gethsemane.  An angel preached the first Easter sermon:  “He is 
not here; he has risen, just as he said” (Matthew 28:6) NIV.  After the ascension of 
Jesus, two angels appeared to the frightened disciples and told them:  “This same Jesus, 
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have 
seen him go into heaven" (Acts 1:11) NIV.  

Now, our text tells us:  "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory” (Matthew 25:31) NIV.  

Angels are spirits who do God’s bidding and are always presented in a serving and 
ministering role.  Scripture also assures us that angels serve God’s people and watch over 
our children.  This fact so comforted Martin Luther that he included this gem in both his 
morning and evening prayer:  “Let your holy angel be with me that the wicked foe may have 
no power over me.”  We are all children of God through faith in Jesus Christ.  It is a 
privilege to know that God gives us, his children, such a mighty and holy bodyguard.

This season of Advent should really heighten and sharpen our hunger to be with Christ 
forever.  It’s the time we have to repent of our sins and confess them to God and to our 
fellow men.  It’s the time we yet have to pray that the Christ who came to Bethlehem so 
long ago, who paid the supreme sacrifice for our sin on Calvary’s cross, who rose on 
Easter and then returned to his heavenly Father, will come again to take us home.

Living in such an Advent hope, we can live our lives and perform our Christian duties in 
gratitude and devotion to our Redeemer.  We can live confident lives, knowing that our 
Advent Lord will send his holy angel to be with us in death and to carry our souls home to 
him in heaven.

Then, as the final moment—known only to God—breaks on this world, our Advent King in a 
blinding display of glory and power, will come with all his holy angels.  The trumpet will 
sound.  The dead will be raised.  The living will be transformed.  All people—both believers 
and unbelievers—will come before his glorious throne for judgment.  The unbelievers will 
be separated from God for all eternity in hell.  We believers will join the angels and praise 
God saying:  "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and 
glory and power, for ever and ever!" (Rev 5:13) NIV.

As we light the Angels’ Candle on the Advent wreath, let it remind you of God’s love 
through Jesus and all his holy angels who serve you.  Think of the final Advent yet to come.  
Then lift up your heads, for your redemption draws near, indeed “is nearer now than 
when we first believed” (Romans 13:11) NIV.  Amen.
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Prayer of the Church

Lord God, heavenly Father, we praise and thank you for 
sending your Son Jesus to be our Savior from sin and death, 
the devil and hell.  Keep us focused this Christmas on the 
purpose of our celebration:  the love and gratitude we have 
for you because you planned and accomplished our 
salvation.

Today we remember that the Advent season is not only 
about preparing to celebrate the past, the birth of our Savior, 
but also reminds us to be ready, watching, and waiting 
always for our Savior’s return in glory.  

As your children through faith in Jesus we ask you to send 
your holy angels to guard and protect us throughout our 
journey in this sin-infested world.  Let your angels ascend 
and descend on our lives (Gen 28:12).  Give your angels 
charge over us, and deliver us (Ps 91:11).  We are heirs of 
salvation. Send your angels to minister to us (Heb 1:14).  
Lord, send your angels to lead us in reaching the lost (Acts 
8:26).  Release your angelic army to fight for and defend 
your church (Ps 68:17).  Send your angels to smite the 
demons that come each day to destroy us (Isa 37:36).

Through your Word and Sacrament make and keep us ready 
for the FINAL ADVENT “when the Son of Man comes in 
his glory, and all the angels with him.”  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, who taught us to pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER


