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11/19-20/06  Christ the King-B

THEME:  TOTAL VICTORY IS COMING.  CHRIST THE KING WILL BRING US:  RESURRECTION,
HEALING, PEACE, AND JOY.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

CUE 18—A glass of cool water looks mighty good to one whose throat is bone-dry,
and no one appreciates a chicken leg like a man who hasn’t eaten in three days.  
The more we’ve suffered in our earthly life, the sweeter our heavenly life will be.  As 
we weary runners come gasping and limping to the finish line, we will find our 
heavenly Father waiting for us, and we will find the hardships of the journey well 
worth the pleasure of our destination.  

Now, just as parents like to keep their children’s birthday presents a surprise, so our 
heavenly Father, smiling and patient, keeps the details of our heavenly life mostly 
under wraps.  But through his prophets he has parted the curtains just a little, and 
he lets us take a peek.  Are you just a little curious what the next life holds in store?  
What life will be like with Christ the King forever and ever?  Let’s talk about that.

CUE 19—CHRIST OUR KING WILL BRING RESURRECTION
What is your most miserable funeral memory?  Was it burying your 
husband?  Your mom?  Or…one of your children?  You know, death is 
always ugly.  Even when one of my loved ones has passed away after a 
long life and lengthy illness, it still hurts to let go.  Death seems so final, so cruel.

Only Jesus Christ has a rescue from the grave.  He instructed the prophet Daniel to 
inform us:  CUE 20—“Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake” 
(Daniel 12:2).    I think I can bear almost anything knowing that my Savior will catch 
me when I fall.  I can survive any separation knowing that I will be reunited with all 
believers.  Those who die in the Lord aren’t lost.  They only got to the finish line a 
little before we did.  

Our Lord Jesus himself demonstrated how resurrection of the body will work.  His 
rising authorizes him to perform mine.  And yours.  My Redeemer lives.  Yours does, 
too.

CUE 21—CHRIST OUR KING WILL BRING HEALING  
Every winter hordes of pale, half-frozen northerners flock to the south—
the snowbirds.  One of their first rituals is to get rid of as much clothing 
as they can to allow that blessed sunshine to touch their skin again.

The prophet Malachi compares the presence of Jesus Christ to glorious sunshine.  
When Christ our King returns once and for all, everything will get better.  CUE 22—
“But for you who revere my name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with 
healing in its wings” (Malachi 4:2).  These wings are poetic references to the 
Sun’s rays.
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May I say that I can’t wait for that great day of healing?  I long for the restoration of 
my body—no more glasses, no more headaches, no more aching joints.  And I long 
even more intensely for the healing of my soul and spirit—no more sin, no more 
anger, no more hatred.  I will be glad in heaven that no one can hurt me any more, 
but I am even gladder that I won’t hurt anybody else.  The blind will see.  The mute 
will shout.  The disabled will dance. I will be well again, well in every way, and you 
will, too.

CUE 23—CHRIST OUR KING WILL BRING PEACE  
Have you ever noticed how much of each day we face with an undercurrent of fear?  
Think of how much time and energy is taken up by security thinking and planning.  
Did you lock the door when you left today?  Think of the last time you crossed the 
street to avoid someone who looked somewhat sinister.  Ever been in your car, 
noticed who was standing on the street corner, and quickly locked your doors?  Do 
you ever put your purse in the trunk of your car to avoid a theft?  Even our 
computers need increasingly expensive and complex security software to protect 
our data from people who enjoy planting destructive worms and viruses.

Daily vigilance is necessary.  But it is also exhausting.  Your Savior, Christ the King, 
wants you to know that in his new world you will live in absolute safety.  Everywhere.  
Always.  Nobody is ever going to threaten or hurt you again.  Isaiah says that even 
the animals will live in peace:  CUE 24—“The wolf and the lamb will feed 
together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox…They will neither harm nor 
destroy on all my holy mountain” (Isaiah 65:25).

Everyone you meet in heaven will be your friend.

CUE 25—CHRIST OUR KING WILL BRING JOY
I don’t think I know anybody who doesn’t get depressed occasionally.  Some of my 
friends seem down more than up, and some friends need medication to keep them 
from falling completely into an emotional black hole.  Many, many people feel bad a 
lot.  Bad enough to shut down.  Bad enough to avoid other people.  Bad enough to 
drink too much.  Bad enough to hate themselves and their lives.  Bad enough to 
want to end it all.

It makes me very happy just to think of how their first day in heaven will go, their first 
day without depression because they are with Christ the King.  The air will taste 
sweet.  They will want to sing again.  If you struggle with depression, too, listen to 
God’s promise:  CUE 26—“I will create new heavens and a new earth.  The 
former things will not be remembered…I will take delight in my people; the 
sound of weeping and of crying will be heard…no more” (Isaiah 65:17-19).

So, hang on, brother!  It’s only a little farther.  Hang on, sister!  You can do it.  We’re 
almost there.  Don’t give up!  Christ our Savior has saved us from our sins.  Christ 
our King is coming, and he is bringing resurrection, healing, peace and joy!  Amen.


