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TEXT: Psalm 23
THEME:  THE LORD IS OUR SHEPHERD

Dear Family and Friends of Our Dear Departed Brother, Don,

The 23rd Psalm is one of the most beloved passages in all of Scripture, especially by those 
with a few miles on the odometer of life.  I know that was true of Don.  Even these last few 
years when the dementia kept Don from knowing me or much of what I said, he always 
listened calmly and intently to the 23rd Psalm.  I suspect that the older a person gets the 
more he falls in love with the 23rd Psalm. I think I know why!  There are some things in life 
that are only fully appreciated with a few years under your belt.  Though one’s eyes may 
dim with the years, some things become clearer. That’s part of the reason Scripture can 
say that “gray hair is a crown of splendor” (Prov. 16:31). Or why the Lord would tell 
Abraham that he would live to a “good old age” (Gen 15:15).

At age 90, Don lived to a good old age.  He served his country in the Army during WWII.  
He worked hard his whole life—quitting high school when his father died to take over the 
meat shop and grocery store.  He ran that shop for 30 years and it continues to this day.  
He loved living on the bay and fishing on the bay.  He enjoyed the cottage with his family 
many Wednesdays and Sundays, the days the store was closed.  There are many fond 
memories of those days.  He enjoyed spending time with his brothers golfing and hunting.  I 
understand he was always the cook on those trips to the cabin and that the cooking duties 
must have hindered his hunting because he only got one buck and it took him 12 years to 
get that one.  The point is, he was always busy working or busy with family and friends.  He 
was busy at church, too.  In fact, he was instrumental in getting the first picture of a Trinity 
pastor, Pastor Emil Kasischke, hung in the Parish Hall.  It was a bit controversial at the 
time, but today the pictures of five Trinity pastors hang there, in part, because Don thought 
they should.  

Yes, Don was a hard worker, but I don’t think that’s why he loved the 23rd Psalm so much. 
Don understood that no matter how hard he worked, no matter how well he provided for his 
family, no matter how much he gave to his church, God still didn’t owe him anything.  Don 
knew that, as a sinner, the only thing he deserved was hell.  But Don also knew the 23rd

Psalm.  He knew and believed:  “The Lord is my shepherd.”  That’s why he loved the 23rd

Psalm.  Don knew that even though spiritually he was nothing but a sinful, dumb, stinking 
sheep, the Lord loved him and would take care of him, not only in this life but for all eternity.

Look at the first two verses of this psalm:  “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in 
want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he 
restores my soul.”  Don and all of us who believe in Jesus as our Savior know that we are 
part of the flock that our Lord personally guides and nourishes.  He gives us nourishment 
and refreshment in his Word.  Through that Word, those “quiet waters,” God gives us rest 
from the guilt and power of sin.  Don got that from the 23rd Psalm, even when disease took 
his mind far away from the rest of us.    

Verse three states:  “He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.”
Paths of righteousness are the paths that lead us on the way of enjoying the blessings of 
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God’s covenant promises. Think of the well-known passage in Romans, “In all things God 
works for the good of those who love him” (8:28). God does all this for us not because 
of our own goodness but for the sake of his name, which means love and blessing through 
Jesus.  Don didn’t look to himself for righteousness, but to his Savior and Shepherd, Jesus.

Verse four is of great comfort to Christians and to the survivors of Christians who have died 
in the Lord, like Don.  “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”  Don 
was not afraid to walk through “the valley of the shadow of death” because he knew his 
Good Shepherd Jesus had been there before him, would lead him through it, and welcome 
him into heaven on the other side.  So, he didn’t fear any evil in this life, because he knew a 
glorious new life was waiting for him, where he would live with his Good Shepherd Jesus 
forever.  And throughout this life, he had the protection of the Good Shepherd’s rod and 
staff.  Jesus protects his sheep with his shepherd’s rod and staff. Our Shepherd protects us 
from the wicked people of this world, especially from false teachers and from all the attacks 
of Satan. This protection even forces what seems bad in our lives to serve for our good.

Verse five speaks of Don’s new life now in heaven. “You prepare a table before me in 
the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.”  Our 
Lord spreads out rich banquet tables, filled with the choicest meats and finest wines, at 
which we are anointed with oil as a symbol of honor and joy in being in the royal court. He 
sets these banquets in the sight of our enemies, who see clearly that we have put our trust 
in the right person. In this position, we can be sure we are safe from all our enemies.

And finally, verse six gives us the greatest comfort and confidence of all.  “Surely 
goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house 
of the LORD forever.” Throughout his life, Don knew the goodness and love of his Good 
Shepherd.  Now he dwells “in the house of the Lord forever.”  That same blessed 
eternity is promised to all who trust in Jesus as their one and only Savior from sin.  

Don loved the 23rd Psalm because it assured him of God’s love and his salvation.  I love 
the 23rd Psalm.  I hope each of you loves the 23rd Psalm too, for all the right reasons.  
Amen.


