
Are you gifted at anything?  I know we have some very talented fishermen in this 
congregation.  However, I am not gifted at fishing.  Many years ago, a man named Ralph 
Schmidt invited me to go trout fishing on a small stream up north.  Needless to say, I got my 
fishing line caught up in a couple of trees, and good old Ralph, the bridge climber he used to be, 
was up in the trees getting my line down, and untangling the fishnet knots I had created.  Plus, I 
managed to put a hold in Gib Sturms waders.  I am definitely not a gifted fisherman.  But that 
shouldn’t stop me from going fishing now and then.  I do enjoy catching a fish.   Or take golf.  I 
am not a gifted golfer like a few members of Trinity congregation.  I still remember the last time 
I went out.  Nightmare on Elmstreet.  It was a worm burner and lost ball tournament for me.  I 
was so upset with how I played, that I haven’t been out since.  But wait, just because I am not 
gifted doesn’t mean,  I shouldn’t just go out and play a round of golf now and then.  I do enjoy 
golf.
    The same type of thinking can be applied to spiritual gifts.  The Bible mentions some 18 
different spiritual gifts in the Bible.  They are special abilities given by the Holy Spirit for the 
upbuilding of Christ’s church.  But just because you don’t have a particular gift, doesn’t mean 
you shouldn’t want to carry out what that gift is all about.  For example, there is a spiritual gift of 
Evangelism.  This is a person in the congregation who can speak clearly about Jesus to those not 
a part of the body of Christ.  This person can sit on an airplane or bus and have a meaningful 
conversation about Jesus with the stranger next to him.  He or she is really excited to be able to 
talk about Jesus to others.   But my friends, just because you are not comfortable doing that, or 
you don’t have the spiritual gift of evangelism, doesn’t mean you should not be a witness for 
Christ.  Our Lord has told all of us, “You shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, 
and to the ends of the world. We still should share Jesus with our words and life.  Spiritual gifts 
do not replace our Christian responsibilities.  What I mean is that just because I’m not gifted in 
evangelism, doesn’t mean that I don’t have to witness or evangelize.
     That is also true of our gift that we are studying today.  In Romans 12:8 it says, “There 
are different gifts, according to the grace given us.  If a man’s gift is contributing to the needs of 
others, let him give generously.” Obviously this is a responsibility we all have, to contribute to 
the needs of others.  In Galatians 6:10 it says, “Therefore as we have opportunity, let us do good 
to all people, especially those who belong to the family of believers.”  All of us have the 
responsibility to contribute to the needs of others.  These people  have a super generous spirit to 
contribute material resources to help the needs of others.  These people may make sizeable gifts 
to curb our General Fund deficit, give large gifts for missionwork, help a family struggling with 
medical bills, or help young people studying for the ministry or teaching.  Let’s take a closer 
look at this gift today.  So then today, “Consider contributing to the needs of others!”
     Our story today is about a young woman named Esther.  She had grown up in Palestine, 
but oneday the Medes and Persians entered her country.  Her parents died in the conflict and she 
along with her cousin Mordecai and others were carted off to the Persian capitol of Susa.  Her 
future was uncertain.  Mordecai took in Esther as his own daughter while in Susa.  Oneday, 
Xerxes is having a contest for the next queen of Persia.  You might say, he put on a beauty 



pageant.  Somehow, Esther was a contestant.  Before the selection took place, the contestants 
went through pampering that the ladies of our congregation would envy.  Hey, I’m not talking 
about getting your nails and toenails done at the Bay City Mall or going to a Traverse City Spa 
for a couple of days.  But how about 12 months of being privileged and pampered.  Six months 
of special treatments for your skin, another six months of perfume and cosmetic treatments, all 
designed to make you look and smell like a Persian beauty.  Finally, things were going Esther’s 
way.  She had the attitude, “It’s about time!  I’m worth it!”
     Ladies, can you relate.  Sometimes you are taken for granted, overlooked, overworked. 
Then something special happens.  A spa certificate from your husband, a weekend when your 
kids do the chores or a bonus from the boss.  When those special things happen do you feel 
sometimes like Esther did.  “It’s about time.  I’m worth it!”  Even if someone does not treat you 
special, I guessing there are times when you find good reasons to indulge yourself.
   Now certainly, women do not have the corner on the “I am worthy market”, do they?  
Husbands and dads need some special down time.  Teenagers do not think they have received 
enough perks.  Seasoned citizens think they have paid their dues.  There are plenty of times when 
all of us feel we should be pampered and treated specially.  And if someone else isn’t going to do 
it, we’re more than ready to do it ourselves, because after all we are worth it, we deserve it.  Now 
please understand, there is nothing wrong with some pampering.  And this is not to say we must 
live a life of base denial.
    But there are times when we take ourselves way too seriously.  Ready to take it easy.  
Ready to live our lives egotistically.  It’s all about me.  It the mantra of all of us, all too often.  
This is the trap Esther fell into.
  Esther had won the beauty pageant and was now queen.  However, a man named Haman 
had put together a plot to exterminate all the Jews in Persia on a certain date.  Esther, who had 
hid that she was a Jew, was the only one in a position to speak up for her people.  She was the 
only one in a position to save God’s people, but she was hesitant to do so.  After all, although she 
was a Jew, she was safe.  No one knew this in the Persian court, plus she was queen.
    And that’s when Mordecai sent her a message that brought her back to reality.  “Do not 
think that because you are in the King’s house, that you of all Jews will escape. For if you 
remain silent at this time, deliverance will come from a different place.   But you and your 
father’s family will perish.  And who knows but that you have come to a royal position for such a 
time as this.”
    Those words spoken to Esther by Mordecai need to be heard by us as well.  Its not all 
about you.  There are others out there also.  And who knows?  Just maybe we have been put here 
at this time and place for the very purpose of contributing to the needs of others.  In short, this is 
a time for vision.  It’s not a time to look in the mirror and ask, “What about me?”  But to gain a 
bigger vision of mankind and to ask, “What about them?”
    As we take a look at Romans 12, it is good for us to hear the special endowments given 
by the Holy Spirit. “Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of 
yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.” And 



those words basically mean what Mordecai was saying.  Just maybe we are here, right now, right 
here at a time as this.  A time of vision.  A time to look at things differently.  A time not to look 
at ourselves but others.  A time not to navel gaze, but rather to have more faithfilled vision of 
thinking about the needs of others.
     For such a time as this.  A time of vision.  So with this new vision of others, the question 
now is, how much will it cost?  For Esther the price was high.  If she would go before the king 
and talk of Haman’s plot and that she was a Jew, it could mean her royal throne, her royal perks, 
maybe even death.  All on the line.  All for the sake of others.
    That reminds me of someone much greater than Esther. Jesus  Christ.  With Jesus it was  
never all about Him.  When Jesus was faced with the dilemma of people heading to 
extermination, to extinction, to an eternity in hell, he didn’t think of himself.  He couldn’t think 
of himself.  All he could do was think of you and me and our need to be saved.  The Bible says, 
“Jesus being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but 
made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And 
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-even 
death on a cross!” Just like you and I, Jesus had his “for such a time like this” moment, only his 
was far greater, because it meant the saving of all people of all time.  And it is this great grace of 
Jesus that we celebrate every day in our lives-his willingness to put his life on the line, even 
more so than Esther did, because his life was taken to that ours would not be; his righteousness 
that makes us acceptable in the sight of the king of heaven instead of appearing like conniving 
and condemned people, like all people once were, his compassionate plea so that the King of 
heaven would change the edict from extermination to one of eternal life.
    And now, as we celebrate that love every day, Christ’s love becomes our calling in life. 
As we have been saved, we now have the opportunity to save others, in small or big ways.  Our 
lifetime is a time of contributing to the needs of others-call it our own “for such a time as this” 
moment.  Is there someone you know who needs to be saved from a few tears or maybe even a 
lifetime of unnecessary sadness?  Then look for a time and way that you can comfort those in 
any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.”  Is there someone who 
would come to church, if only they had someone to sit with?  Then maybe this is your “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news” moment.  If you are the kind of person who 
doesn’t need any recognition at all, then maybe becoming a private prayer warrior or developing 
a talent for intensive prayers is just the thing for you for such a time as this.  Is there a ministry in 
your church you could take over or expand for your pastor, so he could work in other areas?
   Let’s face it: there are so many ways to save others, but those ways need to be seen first.  
Maybe this is your “For such a time as this” time- a time for greater vision, a time for saving 
others, or maybe just a time to encourage others to have a greater vision to be more involved in 
saving others.  We do this in honor of Christ who loved us and gave himself for us.  That’s 
because Christ’s love is our calling, and our calling is for such a time as this.  Amen.       
   


