
  Many people complain about how dark it is this time of the year. But imagine living in 
the little town of Barrow, Alaska. It’s located on the farthest northern tip of the state of Alaska, 
above the Arctic Circle. If you think it’s dark in Indiana this time of the year, you haven’t seen 
anything. In Barrow Alaska, the sun sets in the afternoon on November 18, and it doesn’t rise 
again until January 24. 65 days of darkness. 65 days when the sun doesn’t shine. Up there, the 
earth is tilted in such away that the sun never shows itself for over two months out of the year. 
But when the sun does rise for a moment on January 24, the whole town comes out to celebrate, 
because finally, there is light again. 
  Is the prophet Isaiah speaking to the people of Barrow, Alaska, when he writes in verse 
one of our Old Testament lesson for this morning: “Arise, shine, for your light has come!”? What 
God’s Word talks about here is a different kind of light, and a different kind of darkness. And 
when this special light that God speaks about begins to shine through that ugly darkness, the 
results are much more spectacular and joyful than anything you could experience in northern 
Alaska.
  Today is the day we celebrate Epiphany. What does the word "epiphany” mean? An 
“epiphany” is when something reveals itself, or shows itself. For example, in Barrow, Alaska, 
after 65 days of darkness, the sun finally reveals its glory for everyone to see. That’s an 
epiphany. In the church year, the Epiphany season is when The Sun of God reveals his glory for 
everyone to see. 
  You can sum up the festival of Epiphany with one phrase, and that one phrase is the 
theme for our sermon this morning: FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT. “Arise,” God says to you, 
“Shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.” The Bible pictures 
you and me and the rest of the world as a group of people living in darkness, people who have 
been waiting and waiting and waiting for the sun to rise: “See,” God says, “darkness covers the 
earth and thick darkness is over the peoples.” 

God pictures our world as a very dark place. Spiritually dark. In Jos, Nigeria, there is 
daily violence and killing going on between Muslim extremists and Christians.  The death toll 
from the Christmas Eve bomb blasts was at 80, with over 100 injured.  Religious violence has 
claimed over 500 lives this year in Jos and neighboring towns and villages, There you see 
evidence of spiritual darkness. The search for three young Michigan brothers went from rescue
to retrieval,with police warning the public to expect the worst and charging the children's father 
with their kidnapping. Once again, this is evidence of spiritual darkness. Look around you, 
watch people listen to them talk, see what they do, and it will become very very clear to you that 
our world is a very dark place spiritually.
  But the most frightening place to look, my friends, is within yourself. Daytime TV 
celebrities will tell you that there is an incredible amount of good, and an incredible amount of 
strength inside yourself: “If you would only reach deep within yourself, you would see how good 
you really are!” But this has not proven to be the case. Over and over again, people look within 
themselves for strength to bear up under trying circumstances, and that strength is not there. 
People look within themselves for something good, but the more closely you look within 
yourself, the more clear it becomes that there is nothing there but selfishness and materialism and 
selfishness and materialism. God sees your soul as a very dark place, a place full of sin.
  Yes, “thick darkness is over the peoples, but…” God says, “…but the Lord rises upon 
you and his glory appears over you.” The birth of the Lord, Jesus Christ, is described in the Bible 
as the rising of the sun on a very dark place. The sun rises, and the darkness disappears. What 
happens to the darkness of your sin and guilt when Jesus rises in your life? It disappears! Jesus 



shines his forgiveness and grace into your life, and the darkness in your soul disappears. 
  If you feel guilt in your life, guilt from committing sin after sin, guilt from trying to make 
things right with God, even though you know you can never do enough, then you, my friend, are 
someone who is trapped in darkness. But then you learn that Jesus Christ was born into the 
world. You learn that he came for the sole purpose of doing what you could not do – making 
everything right between you and God. You learn that your sins are freely forgiven because Jesus 
has died for all of your sins on the cross. You can feel your guilt melt away. It is as though the 
sun has risen in Barrow Alaska for you. Finally you can see that, because of Christ, everything is 
good between you and God. You have gone from darkness to light.
  This is Epiphany – when someone trapped in the darkness of sin sees and believes in the 
glory of Jesus Christ. When someone finally stops trusting in himself for salvation, and starts 
trusting in Christ. This is what happened to the wise men from the East. Every year, these 
Gentiles from a far away land are the focal point of the Epiphany season. They came from a 
place where no one knew about the Christ. No one knew about the true God who was sending a 
Savior. But somehow, they knew. And when they saw his star, somehow they knew that the 
Messiah had come. And so these men left their land of spiritual darkness because they wanted to 
see and worship the Christ. They made the long trip to Jerusalem, and they were probably 
surprised to see that this city was just as spiritually dark as the land they had come from. 
  “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the 
East.” This is the question they posed to King Herod. What a probing question – there is no 
doubt in their language that He had been born – the question is “Where is He?” They had seen 
the star – the evidence was real – now where is He? They had faith that He was alive – that He 
existed – now all they needed to do was to find Him. Their purpose was established – find Him. 
And so they were willing to risk everything to find Him. They were willing to leave the safety of 
their homes – to risk a perilous journey to seek a King. Can you imagine their neighbor’s 
reaction? “Are you going on a journey?” “Yes.” “Where are you going?” “We don’t know for 
sure.” “How far is it?” “Well we don’t know that either.” How long are you going to be gone?” 
Well were not quite sure on that either.” “Boy for wise men you sure don’t much do you?”
But you know they must have said the same things to Abraham when he left his home for the 
Promised Land. They must have said the same things to Noah who was building an ark – even 
though it had never rained in the history of the earth up till that point. They must have said the 
same kind of things to Peter, Andrew, John and James when they left the fishing nets to become 
fishers of men. What are you crazy? Are you insane? Are you out of your minds? No not crazy –
not insane – not out of their minds – men of faith. God’s journeys always involve FAITH.
  Isaiah talks about the wise men in verse 3: “Nations will come to your light, and kings to 
the brightness of your dawn.” Later in verse 6 it says, “… all from Sheba will come, bearing gold 
and incense and proclaiming the praise of the Lord." There, in the form of a little child, the wise 
men saw the light of the world. There they saw the glory of God, and this is what filled them 
with a spirit of awe and worship. They had gone from darkness to light, and they rejoiced, and 
gave this child who was their God their gifts from afar.
  The wise man’s journey was one of WORSHIP.  When the wise men came on their 
journey it was for the purpose of worship. They brought with them gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh. These gifts have a lot of symbolism associated with them. Gold represents wealth. It 
is a gift fit for a king. (Jesus was the King of Kings) Frankincense is the sap of a tree that was 
dried and hardened and used as incense to worship God. Thus we see a gift for his deity. (Jesus 
was the Son of God) Myrrh is a fragrant perfume that was used to anoint the dead – to embalm 



and preserve them. (Jesus was The Sacrificial Lamb) But there is more to worship then gold, 
frankincense, or myrrh isn’t there. Worship always involves SACRIFICE.
  Was there a price to be paid for the wise men’s worship? You bet. They had given 
themselves to a journey. Travel in those days was not very comfortable – in fact it could be down 
right dangerous. The wise men had sacrificed their own comfort to find the king and worship 
Him. Listen to what David said about sacrifice: “I will not offer to the Lord my God burnt 
offerings that cost [me] nothing.”   In Romans it says, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 
your reasonable service." To truly worship requires sacrifice.

The greatest gift – the greatest sacrifice – you can give to God is yourself. You say but I 
have given nothing to Him today. I say yes you have! Even today you have given Him something 
of yourself. You have given Him your time by being here. You prepared for a journey this 
morning by getting up and getting dressed and ready to seek a King. You got into your cars –
used your gas and came to church. Some of you when the offering plate came around put money 
into the plate to help pay kingdom expenses here at Trinity and throughout the world. When you 
came today you came as a living sacrifice – even though you may not view it as that – even 
though you may not have realized it. The efforts you make to worship God is your sacrifice to 
Him. But here is a fact I want you all to remember today: What God wants most of all – above 
every thing else is ME. He wants your heart – He wants your attention – 24/7 – the question to 
ask is: What am I willing to give Him? Am I willing to give Him my best? Am I willing to let 
my light shine for him in day to day situations? Am I willing to give up my comfort zone to 
follow Christ? The wise men were – are you?
  Many people call Epiphany the “Gentile Christmas,” because one of the main themes of 
the Epiphany season is that Christ is a light, not just for a select group of people like the Jews, 
but for all people, all over the world. Epiphany is when anyone living in the darkness of sin, 
people like you and me and those wise men from the east – anyone can come and see the glory of 
God, as he reveals it through the person of Jesus Christ. His grace, his forgiveness, his salvation, 
rises and shines on the Jews in Bethlehem, but also on the wise men from the east. His grace and 
forgiveness rises and shines on every person on this earth – every person is invited to believe in 
this child, to worship him, to find their salvation in him. No matter who you are, you too, can go 
from darkness to light. 

And no matter how dark the world becomes, the light of Jesus Christ will never stop 
shining for you. My friends, don’t feel too sorry for the people of Barrow, Alaska. While it is 
true that right now, the sun never rises there, that’s not how it is during the summer. Six months 
from now, the earth will tilt a different way, and then, in Barrow, Alaska, the sun will never set. 
From May 10 until August 2, for almost three months, the sun will not stop shining in Barrow. 
People call that place “the land of the midnight sun.” 
  And so it is with your soul. Once the grace and mercy and forgiveness of Jesus Christ 
rises in your life, it will never stop shining. No matter how dark the world gets around you, 
Christ’s love will always shine in your life. Spiritually, right now, you live in the “land of the 
midnight sun.” May this Epiphany season be for you a time when you see ever more clearly the 
glory of your Savior, Jesus Christ. “Arise, shine, for your light has come. And the glory of the 
Lord rises upon you.” Amen. 


