
  We are a people that use signs to demonstrate to others how we are feeling.  When my 
wife and I are out visiting with a couple at their home or at a restaurant, and I start going on and 
on about a topic I love, and she sees that the other couple is totally bored by my conversation, 
she will either kick me under the table or stare at me and raise her eyebrows.  That means, cut the 
conversation Schulz, they are bored.   Some of you may have grown up in houses where if mom 
or dad gave you the evil eye, it was a sign to stop what you were doing or you would face the 
wrath of Khan.  On the otherhand, if I want to demonstrate to my wife that I love her, I will send 
her a text message on my IPHONE with an emoijoi on it picturing a heart or maybe a set of lips.  
I don’t even have to say the words, the sign gives the message. I love you. Even my dog gets 
involved with signs.  I can hold my hand like a gun and go bang, bang, and my dog falls to the 
ground playing dead.  Or if I go like this with my hand my dog will lie down without me even 
saying a word. 

In Bible times, signs were also used.  If God’s people were a bit scared about a battle they 
were going to fight they would ask God for a sign. Remember Gideon.  He was a bit afraid about 
having to fight against the Midianites.  So he asked God for a sign that he would win the battle 
against them.  First, he said, Lord I will set this wool fleece on the threshing floor.  If the next 
day there is just dew on the fleece and the ground is dry, I will know that you are with me.  Well 
it happened.  Then Gideon said, Please let me make one more request.  This time make the fleece 
dry and the ground wet the next morning.  And it happened.  Anyway, Gideon went on to win the 
victory.  Still today, like Gideon, we sometimes ask God for signs.   Give me a sign, that I should 
take this job, Lord.  Give me a sign that I should marry this person.  Give me a sign that we 
should buy this house.  Most of the time today, God communicates to us through his Word, and 
does not give us direct signs of what we should do in a certain situations.  But once in a great 
while  He does.  In fact there is one particular sign, that is still applicable from Bible times, and 
given to every person in this world.  If you don’t pay attention to this sign, it spells disaster for 
you. But if you understand this sign, believe its message, it spells an abundant life on this earth 
and eternal life in heaven for you.  So today, let’s take a look at “Significant Sign Spells 
Salvation!”
   The man who was getting a sign today had the name of Ahaz. He actually needed a sign 
that things would get better.   Things were going badly for him and the people in Jerusalem. The 
northern tribe of Ephraim and the country of Syria had united together and threatened to invade 
Judah and Jerusalem and tear them apart. Through Isaiah the Lord told Ahaz, “Do not lose heart 
because of these two smoldering stubs of fire wood.” Instead of being a powerful firestorm
sweeping down from the north to destroy them, the Lord promised to reduce their power to 
nothing and make them two smoldering sticks in the fire. Ahaz could just relax and let the Lord 
perform a mighty miracle as the Lord had done in the past. Instead he stubbornly resists any 
effort the Lord makes to help him. 
  The Lord pleaded with Ahaz to request a sign as living proof that a mighty deliverance 
was coming from the hand of the Lord. The sign could be anything from the deepest depths to 
the highest heights. Ahaz could have said, “Lord, show me you are real and you will help us by 



stopping this rock in midair when I drop it to the ground.” He could have asked the sun to stop 
shining for a few minutes. The Lord would have given him the proof or sign needed to believe 
the Lord’s promise. Ahaz stubbornly refused a sign from the Lord. He wanted to take matters in 
his own hands and use all the gold in the temple of Jerusalem to buy protection from the 
Assyrians rather than leaning on the name of the Lord. The Lord was willing to give him free 
help and he refused it, covering up his rejection of the Lord with the pious platitude, “I will not 
put the Lord to the test.” Ahaz was going to handle life himself, His way. Who needs the Lord’s 
help.  I do what I do with my brains and know how.   
  I love the patience, determination, and concern of our Lord.  This guy is an arrogant jerk, and yet 

the Lord does not give up on him. He still wants to save him and give him a sign.  And when He 
says, he doesn’t want a sign, the Lord still gives him one.  God tells Ahaz that oneday a virgin 
will conceive and bear a son, and the name of this child will be Emmanuel, which means God 
with us. Ahaz is getting a much bigger rescuer than just from his northern enemies.  He is getting 
a Savior from sin. These words of my God cause me to mourn over my own lack of care. In my 
own mind I say: “if someone wants to hear about Jesus and forgiveness, great. But if they don’t, 
then I’m not going to waste my time. I’m not going to waste my time thinking, praying, caring, 
reaching out to them.” Jesus tells us: “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you.” And so very often my attitude is to love those who show that they should be loved.  And 
so, as I look at these words, I am shocked at the Lord’s compassion because they show me my 
own sin. And yet, as I ponder these words I can also find a reason to rejoice. For if the Lord
showed that shocking sort of love to a man who sacrificed his own son in the flames to an idol,
and was so sophisticated in twisting God’s word, then I know he has the same compassion for 
me. 
  Oh, how we are so much like King Ahaz.  At times, we don’t trust God’s Word to do its 
work, and so we look elsewhere. We don’t trust God’s timing and His ways. Like Ahaz, we 
throw ourselves into flimsy ventures, because deep down it feels like God has abandoned us. We
fear. We worry. We live amid the most prosperous earthly blessings ever enjoyed by man, and 
yet we are afraid. We worry that God won’t take care of us, our family, or our church. And so we
scheme, plot, plan, and manipulate to make sure everything will be all right, that things will go 
just as we design. Do we realize what our actions are saying? They say we don’t trust God.
  We secretly think God and His Word are defenseless against the onslaught of this world 
and its ways. So like Ahaz, we yank control away from God, wanting to be God in place of God.  
We try to get through the day without God’s Word. We try to get through the week without the 
Word and the Sacrament. Some of us are so distracted that we go for weeks, months, without a 
morsel of the Bread of Life come down from heaven, or sometimes even hungering for Him. 
And then we wonder why we sit at home, spiritually spent, drained, and exhausted. It isn’t God’s 
fault; it’s our own. 
  So what Ahaz wouldn’t ask for, God gave him anyway. What we don’t ask for, God 
gives to us in His mercy. The Virgin’s Son is born; the Word becomes flesh to rescue us--not 
merely from some pagan oppressor--but from the beast, the father of lies, Satan himself. Despite 
our rebellion and our false and fallen thinking, Immanuel, God is with us. He has taken up our 



flesh and made His dwelling among us.  He wears our skin, joined to the flesh of the Virgin’s 
womb. Immanuel moves about with muscles, flesh, and sinew. He has a soul like ours, but pure, 
without sin. He has a body so He could be bruised and crucified for us. He has a soul so He 
could be separated from His body, so that He could endure physical death. He is one of us; He is 
with us. He is God with Us, Immanuel. 
  Although He formed the world from the chaos of nothingness, the world did not 
welcome Him. He came into our prison of death to die for us and to rise again, giving life to the 
world. All this He did to make us His own, to make us one with Him. Why did Jesus do this? Not 
because we asked, not because we prayed, not because we believed--but because He is good and 
His mercy endures forever! 
  Several years ago in our Forward in Christ magazine, a WELS pastor by the name of Carl 
Henkel, talked about witnessing to a young woman while giving blood. She became so enthralled 
by the conversation she forgot to take sample. The blood he gave had to be rejected because 
there was no sample to prove it was reliable and safe. The Virgin Birth of Jesus assures us this 
morning, that the blood of Jesus is so pure it cleanses us from all sin, even the many times we 
have not appreciated the mighty miracles of our God as much as we should.  

Jesus is still and forever God, and He is now and forever man. We need Him. I need Him. 
You need Him. We all need Him.  We need Him to enter our busy world. We need Him to walk 
the crowded sidewalks with us. We need Him to sit in times of quiet with us.We need Him to 
share His wisdom with us. We need God With us.
  King Ahaz did not believe God’s promise and spent his life in worry, fear, and 
desperation. But that isn’t God’s plan for you. When you fear what’s going on in the world and it 
looks like Satan will win after all; when you worry that the problems you brought on yourself by 
your own sins will overcome you and be more than you can bear; when you feel a sense of 
desperation as you feel death approaching and wonder if God will forget you, God assures you, 
“It will not take place. It will not happen.” Immanuel is with you, every step of the way.
   .


