
There is something very unnatural about not being home for Christmas, isn’t there. 25 
years ago, when I was still in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, my wife, daughter, and I sat around the 
Christmas tree opening packages all by ourselves.  Meanwhile the usual Schulz gathering was 
taking place at my sister’s home in the Detroit area.  To this day, I just feel like something is 
missing if I am not around family at Christmas.   People will fly across the country or drive half 
the night through snowstorms to be home for Christmas.

It’s rather ironic when you read the account of the Christmas story in the Bible, because 
what you have find when you read the story carefully is that no one was home at the first 
Christmas.  Mary and Joseph weren’t home.  Their home was Nazareth, and they found 
themselves in Bethlehem.  The shepherds weren’t home.  They had to work that night out in the 
fields.  The Wise Men from the East weren’t home.  They traveled a great distance.  In a real 
way, Jesus the Christ child, was very far from home as well.

Jesus didn’t start in the stable. His beginning was not that little manger scene.  He existed 
before creation. His real home, you might say is in the heavens above.   In fact the Bible calls 
him God, and the Word.  In John 1: 3 it says, “Through Him all things were made; without him 
was not anything made that has been made.”  Jesus, the Word, is the creator of this universe.  He 
made you.  He made me.  We have a phrase that says, “Like father, like son.”  It’s true with God.  
If you’ve seen the Son, if you’ve seen Jesus Christ you’ve seen God. The Bible says, “He 
became like men and was born a human being.”  If I was God I wouldn’t have done it this way.  
I would have come to earth in a much more spectacular way.  I would have added a little more 
pizzazz and flash – I would have planned my coming at half time during the superbowl, when the 
whole world is watching with lots of fireworks and thunder and lightning cosmic sounds.  I 
would have had all the leaders of the world lined up on the 50-yard line waiting to give me 
billions of dollars worth of gifts if I was God.  

But God had another idea.  He would come into this world the same way that everybody 
in this world came into this world – by being born into it.   Why did He do it?  Of all the ways 
God could have come to earth why did He come as a baby? I'll tell you why.  Because He came 
to save us not to scare us and nobody’s afraid of a baby.  God could have come to earth in a lot 
of ways that would have freaked us all out and scared us to death and made us run in terror.  But 
He didn’t do that.  He came in a way that we could all relate to because we all had that 
experience ourselves.  We’ve all been born.  He came in a way that we could relate to Him.
  The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ was in every sense a human being.  When He came to 
earth He limited Himself so that He could become both God and man at the same time.  He was 
born like us.  He grew up like us.  I don’t want to blow your stereotype but Jesus didn’t walk 
around in spotless white robes with a halo and a glow on His face like they show in some of 
these movies.  He was every bit a Palestinian Jew because that’s what He was.  He worked in a 
carpenter’s shop so He probably had well-developed muscles.  He looked just like an average 
guy because He was.  The Bible says that while He was here on earth He was tempted just like 
we are.  He had the same struggles that I have and you have.  The same temptations, the same 
desires, the same drives, the same problems.  The Bible says He suffered just like we do.  There 
were times when Jesus was lonely when He was tempted to be discouraged, when He was 
frustrated.  There were times certainly when He was fatigued, very tired.  
  That’s good news.  What it means is He understands how you feel.  God says, “I’ve been 
there.  I’m not some distant God who doesn’t understand what you’re going through.  I’ve been 
there.  I came to earth and experienced what it means to be a human.”  

Our text from John today reminds us that Jesus voluntarily left the security and splendors 
of his home in heaven in order to carry out his mission here on earth.  The Bible says, “The 
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us”.  Jesus was a long way from home.  But 
He didn’t just leave his home above to come to earth and experience what it was like to be a 
human being.  He came so that he could help us out.  He came to earth for our benefit.  



2

Jesus said, “I’ve come to give you life.”  Why did He say that?  Because most people 
aren’t really living.  They’re just existing.  Most people get up in the morning, go off to their job, 
come home, eat dinner, watch television, go to bed.  The next day they do the same thing.  And 
the next day they do the same thing.  They think, “I’m really living!”  you’re not living, you’re 
just existing.  In fact, you don’t really know what life’s all about until you understand why God 
put you here on earth and have a relationship to the creator who made you.  You’re not living, 
you’re just existing.  Jesus said, “I came to give your life purpose and meaning and significance.  
You’re not here just to take up space.”

Then Jesus said, “I came to save you not to judge you.”  When the angels announced 
Jesus’ birth to the shepherds, they said, “Behold a Savior is born in Bethlehem.”  What do I need 
a Savior for?  The Bible says that heaven is a perfect place.  There is no sadness in heaven, no 
sorrow, no sin, no sickness, no problems, no pressures at all in heaven.  Heaven  is a place of 
absolute perfection.  That means that only perfect people get to go to heaven.  If God let 
imperfect people into heaven, then it wouldn’t be perfect any more.  It would be like earth.  Our 
earth is obviously filled with imperfect people.  You say, “If only perfect people get into heaven, 
then I don’t stand a chance.”  You’re right.  Exactly.  Neither do I.  None of us stand a chance.  
God had to come up with Plan B and that’s what Christmas is all about.

God said, “None of you are perfect so I can’t let you into heaven.  So here’s what I’ll do.  
I will come to earth in the form of a human being and My name will be called Jesus.  I will live 
the only perfect life that ever lived.  Then I will die on the cross to pay for all the imperfections 
you have and then ,if you will trust in Me, I will get you into heaven on My own goodness 
because you’re not good enough.”  I call that a deal!  I call that the greatest Christmas gift you’ll 
ever be offered.   Our text says, “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God-children born not of natural descent, nor of human 
decision or of a huband’s will, but born of God”.

I received this Christmas card several years ago. It said “If our greatest need had been 
information, God would have sent us an educator.  If our greatest need on earth had been 
technology, God would have sent us a scientist.  If our greatest need had been money, God 
would have sent us an accountant.  If our greatest need had been pleasure, God would have sent 
us an entertainer.  But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us a Savior.”  

There’s only one problem with a Savior.  You can only have a Savior if you recognize 
your need for one.  It reminds me of the work of lifeguard. When someone’s drowning, they 
swim out to them but they won’t grab them immediately because, if they’re drowning, they’re 
flailing around trying to save themselves and if a lifeguard tries to grab them at that point, he’ll 
be pulled under with them.  They’re frustrated trying to save themselves.  A lifeguard will swim 
out to the person, tread water, until that person just finally gives up.  When they go under a 
couple of times and you feel like they’re through, it’s real simple.  You just put an arm over their 
shoulder and swim to shore.

The point is this:  Jesus Christ can’t rescue you until you stop trying to save yourself.  
This is a gift.  You’ll never earn it.  You’ll never deserve it.   I know people who celebrate 
Christmas every single year of their life and they’ve never unwrapped God’s gift to them.  That
seems so sad to me. Jesus Christ says, “I’ll forgive your past.  I will secure your future in heaven 
and I will give you meaning and purpose to your life today.  That’s God’s gift.  Wait no longer.  
Believe the Miracle. Open the Gift! 
     Especially at Christmas time do we hear men telling why they think Jesus came 
into the world.  Some say that He came to bring peace to the nations.  If that is so, His coming 
was a failure, because we have never had peace upon the earth.  Some say that He came to set an 
example of brotherly love for us, teaching us to do kind things for others.  Some say that He 
came to establish the brotherhood of man and the Fatherhood of God upon the earth.  Oh, why do 
men get so far away_from God's Word?  The greatest verse in the Bible tells us why he 
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came,"God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.  That's why he came.     Oh, how the world need to 
see this great truth today.  Men are lost, they are dead in tresspasses and sin.  How can they find 
life? Not through church membership or church ceremonies or good works.  True life is found in 
Christ.  No wonder John says, "In Him was life and the life was the light of men."   There is no 
life in any other.  The one who created all life in the first place is the only one who can give us a 
meaningful and lasting life.  

Look at the irony will you?  The Son of God, the creator of the universe, leaves his home, 
he’s born a homeless person in a temporary shelter, he identifies with the homeless all 
throughout his ministry, he’s buried in a borrowed grave, and yet, through his death and 
resurrection, he enables all wandering people who receive him to recapture a sense of home in 
this life, recapture a sense of belonging, a sense of security, and beyond that, he promises a 
permanent home in heaven forever.
  As we contemplate this Christmas message once again, God is calling us to trust the 
fantastic story before us.  We are asked to believe that this whole Christmas thing is real and 
true.  That God did visit this planet earth in the form of Jesus Christ.  

The first people who got to visit Jesus were not religious leaders.  They were not royalty.  
They weren’t political figures.  The very first people who were invited to see Jesus were the 
shepherds.  Today, we make shepherds the heroes of the story.  But in those days shepherds were 
the zeros.  They were nobodies.  They were considered outcasts of society because they did a job 
nobody else wanted to do.  It was a very stinky job.  As far as social status was concerned, 
shepherds were the low step on the social ladder.  They were outcasts, rejected, the people in 
those days called the low-life.  That’s who Jesus invited first to come to His birth.

Later on, wise men from the east would come and they would bring rich gifts.  So from 
the highest in society to the lowest, they were invited.  Jesus is available to all of us.  But He 
wasn’t born up on a hill where we can’t to Him and He wasn’t born behind a gated community.  
He was born right out in the open where anybody could come and have a relationship to Him.  
  Yes, I want to come home for the holidays.  With Jesus I am home, no matter where I am 
located in this world.  Yes, Jesus went Away from Home so we could be at Home with God.  All 
praise and glory, to Christ, the Word Become Flesh! 


