
December 11, 2016    Advent 3: From Heaven Above: The Gift of Peace 

 

John 14:27  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

 

One of the messages of Christmas that resonates most throughout the airwaves is when the angels sing, 

“Peace on earth, good will toward men.”  We love this message of peace, but what does peace mean 

to you during Advent and Christmas time?   You might envision your whole family sitting around a 

dining room table and eating a nice meal together, with everyone getting along.  What really is peace?  

In a general sense you could define it as a consequence of our needs being met, so that we have nothing 

to fear and we are not lacking something that would make us fearful or uncomfortable.   

 

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.”  If you think about it, what a bold thing to 

say!  How do you GIVE someone peace?  I mean, you can give them money.  You can give them a 

home.  You can give them food.  You can give them love and kindness.  As you give these things you 

can hope that those gifts will bring them peace.  But you can’t really control whether they have peace 

or not, can you?  I think of King Saul in the Bible.  He was a good looking guy.  He was given control 

and power over all of Israel.  He had plenty of wives and plenty to food to eat.  Everything was at his 

disposal.  But he was one of the most miserable men in the Bible.  He was jealous of David.  He hated 

his own son and threw a spear at him for siding with David.  He was paranoid and had evil spirits enter 

him.  He was the exact opposite of peace even though God had given him so much.   

 

It is sad to see so many people who are so peace-less.  You find people angry about their living 

arrangements, unhappy with their spouses, dissatisfied with their jobs, and there is no peace in their 

lives.  No matter what you give them and especially when you give them more, they find reasons to be 

angry and upset about what you gave them or that you didn’t give them enough.  So if you think about 

it, this gift of peace really has to be a divine gift, because we can’t give anyone peace.  Even when we 

try to give it to ourselves we can’t do that either.   

 

But Jesus does.  Jesus gives peace, but He says that this gift is not as the world gives.  It is different 

from anything you can find in this world, and even His kind of peace is different from any other kind of 

peace.  When I started the sermon by talking about how you envision peace, much of that peace had to 

do with friends and family and security here on earth.  But that’s not the type of peace Jesus was going 

to give.  It goes deeper than that - as it enters the spiritual realm.  It has to do with nothing of this 

world.  It’s not based on how much money you have or how healthy you are or how many friends or 

family you have.  It isn’t controlled by who our president is or what country we are at war with.   

Ironically, His peace comes to those who are the most agitated and peace-less - to those who are at war.   

 

What do I mean by that?  Jesus said it Himself.  He said that He didn’t come to bring peace, but war.  

He came to turn family against each other.  When people have different values and different goals and 

different desires, they can end up at war with one another.  Look at the Bible.  You’ll see Jesus being 

verbally attacked time and again by His own people.  You’ll see Him being mocked and crucified.  



You’ll see His disciples being arrested and thrown in jail and beheaded.  Why?  Because Jesus was 

coming to wage war.  Jesus also came because there already was a war going on ever since the Fall into 

sin.  Death had come raging into our world through the disobedience of Adam and Eve in the Garden.  

Satan had come intruding into our paradise and declared war on us.  He took us captive.  He made us 

enemies of God.  The most fearful war was the one that Jesus came to fight against the rage of God 

against sin, death and hell.  

 

Some of you may World War II historians.  One of the most famous quotes from this period happened 

when the British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain returned to England after having spoken with 

Adolf Hitler.  He said,  

This morning I had another talk with the German Chancellor, Herr Hitler, and here is the paper which 

bears his name upon it as well as mine. . . .  I would just like to read it to you: ' ... We regard the 

agreement signed last night and the Anglo-German Naval Agreement as symbolic of the desire of our 

two peoples never to go to war with one another again.’. . . My good friends, for the second time in our 

history, a British Prime Minister has returned from Germany bringing peace with honour. I believe it is 

peace for our time. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts. Go home and get a nice quiet sleep. 

Within a year Hitler was invading Poland.  No matter what good Chamberlain may have done or 

intended for his country, that quote goes on in infamy for its naiveté - to think there could be peace 

with Adolf Hitler.  He had to be defeated.  There would be no other way.  Peace would not come until 

the war was over and Hitler was dead.   

 

And so when Jesus talks about leaving “peace” with us, He understood that there could not be peace 

without war. Peace is not for those who are at peace with who they are - who think that God should be 

just fine with how He made them.  It is not for those who have made a peace pact with the world and 

are happy with the way life is - for those who just want God and His people to leave them alone.  Peace 

cannot come to those who have no fear of God’s wrath or any sense of what it means to repent of their 

sins before a holy God.  Peace is given to those who anguish over their sins.  Peace comes for those 

who pray against the devil’s schemes and revolt against his temptations.  Advent is a time that we 

remember why Jesus had to come here in the first place.   He came here to rescue us from our misery of 

sin and death.  Advent is a time to get on our knees and repent before an almighty God, and pray with 

great zeal, “O Come, O Come, Immanuel, and ransom CAPTIVE Israel.”   

 

The whole message of Jesus is that God wouldn’t settle for this fallen world and wouldn’t just learn to 

live with it.  God had to come crashing into our world and expose sin for what it is and show us how 

great God’s wrath really is - and yet where God’s love is really found as well - in His Son dying on that 

cross for the sins of the world.  You have to understand the cost of peace.  It cost Jesus a bloody and 

painful death on the cross.  It cost Him a momentary and hellish suffering under the wrath of God at the 

cross.  It cost Him hell to bring peace with us - so that God’s wrath could have a place to go without 

hitting us.  Jesus had to go to war with death and come out alive.  He had to take the devil’s accusations 

and take the brunt of them.  He had to face the devil head on with all of his temptation.  Jesus had to go 

toe to toe with the devil and WIN.  This took war.  He won the war.  There could be no peace without 

war.   But now, because of the war, there is a real and lasting peace.   



 

Jesus said, “My peace I leave with you.”  I think of a little smoking German doll that a foreign 

exchange student gave our family before she left.  You put incense in him and he burns.  The smell 

lingers through the room for hours.  Jesus has left this peace in Himself and what He has done.  This 

forgiveness and mercy enters prison cells and emergency rooms.  It smells strongest in the most 

desperate and deadly places.  Where sin abounds, His grace abounds all the more.  Grace and peace go 

together, they always do.  His peace lingers on in this world and into eternal as an everlasting 

consequence from all of His work done here in the halls of history and the annals of God’s justice.  

This is what peace Jesus meant that he “leaves with you.”  He leaves it with you who are at war and in 

the midst of war.  He leaves it with you who have lost battles but are still struggling.  He whispers in 

your ear.  “Don’t forget I won the war!” 

 

How does He do that?  Just prior to our text Jesus explained how.  Jesus said, “the Counselor, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you 

of everything I have said to you.”  With a divinely heaven sent memory, the disciples would be able 

to remember and write down Jesus’ words and actions so that what He did and said would be etched in 

the eternal Word of God for them and for us to read and take to heart.   

 

Think about how important this is!  I tend to forget things, and it is very frustrating to myself and those 

around me.  I have to write everything down and put it in a calendar with a reminder on my phone so 

that I don’t forget.  God’s Word is written down for eternity!  Think also about how we are an opinion 

driven society.  This is what “I think”, as opposed to what “you think.”  This has overflowed into our 

concept of God and who God is and what God does or what God approves of.  It has resulted in 

thousands of denominations and faith has been reduced to feelings.  “I don’t think God would do that.”  

What kind of faith is that?  It’s the devil’s faith.  The devil is the one who got humanity to fall into sin 

in the first place by getting Adam and Eve to question what God really said.  But in the Bible we have 

it WRITTEN down.  It doesn’t matter what I think or what you think.  It matters what God says. 

 

So when I feel as if there’s no way God could love me because of my sin, His Word tells me that His 

MERCY doesn’t depend on my FEELINGS.  Who cares what you think?  Jesus died for SINNERS.  

Jesus blood was shed for the world - including YOURS.  It doesn’t say that I have to FEEL forgiven in 

order to BE forgiven.  Those words and promises are what speak peace to our souls in times of trouble, 

war, and distress.  Think of how comforting it is when our children are baptized.  Their sins are washed 

away, the Holy Spirit comes washing into their souls, and they are set aside as children of God.  We 

have God’s WORD on it.  Think of what comfort we receive when we take the body and blood of the 

Lord in the Lord’s Supper and we hear those precious words, “Given and shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.”  No matter what battles we lost, no matter what guilt lingers in our hearts, when 

we hear those words and receive that Supper, peace enters our soul.  When I see the elderly dying and 

they hear the promise of Jesus that “whoever believes in me will live, even though he dies,” you see a 

peace in them that you couldn’t buy with a million dollars.  It comes solely by the grace of God in 

Christ Jesus.  At that time in life it doesn’t matter how much money someone has and it doesn’t matter 



how many family members are left here.  It matters what the eternal God says and promises in Jesus.  

What peace!   

 

So Jesus said to His disciples and He said to us, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.”  The picture I 

get is of people or problems pushing you from side to side, picking at you and trying to get you worked 

up.  When you are training a dog to stay in a kennel overnight, you cover the kennel with cloth and 

then put music on.  The music calms the puppy.  When you put a child to sleep you might sing the 

child a lullaby to calm and soothe him.  You are not a baby or a puppy.  Yet you still have ears and 

eyes.  You have the Holy Spirit living within you.  God’s Word is powerful, more powerful than the 

things that trouble you.  So Jesus calls on us not to let our hearts be troubled.  If someone else wants to 

be at war with them, let them.  Saul wanted to be at war with David, but David didn’t strike back.  

Even though he had to run from Saul for years, David did not become vengeful and bitter.  He wanted 

to give Saul every chance to repent.  So do not let your hearts be troubled by those who wage war 

against you.  Jesus is on your side.  Do not allow them to overtake your soul with worries and sorrow.  

Use your eyes and your ears to listen to God’s Word and read it, to receive His sacraments and to 

cherish them.  Give His Holy Spirit room to work. 

 

I somewhat remember when our children were infants and how it changed the dynamics within the house.  A 

solid night’s sleep was no longer possible.  We had to wake up several times a night in order to keep the baby 

fed.  There was more crying and activity than ever before.  Some might say, “It was less peaceful.”  But in 

another sense, we had a greater peace because of the love we had for our babies and the love they had for us.  

 

When Jesus came into our world, things were seemingly less peaceful as well.  He embarrassed the 

whole system of piety within the Pharisees and put an end to any need for the temple or the sacrifices 

to be made.   Christians were hunted down and put to death in especially vicious ways.  People who 

used to live in peace found themselves at war.  The coming of the baby Jesus brought turmoil and 

change to our world.  But it also brought peace, for in that baby Jesus we see God’s Son, who came to 

be punished for the sins of the world.  In this Son of God, we have a peace in the midst of war, the 

peace of knowing our sins are forgiven.  This is a gift that is most precious to us today more than ever.   

 

On Christmas Eve, 1914, German, French, English, and Belgian troops began singing Christmas carols 

across No Man’s Land. Eventually they would step out of their trenches on the Western Front of WW I 

and greet their enemies. Corroborated in many soldiers’ diaries, the Christmas Truce of 1914 brought 

shared meals, impromptu soccer games, and the burial of fallen comrades. Though it only lasted for a 

few days, it has become a symbol of our deep, deep need for peace in the midst of turmoil. It also 

shows how peace on earth begins with Christ and just a few who know its power. You have that 

powerful peace in Jesus.  You know what He accomplished through His life and death and resurrection.  

If it could bring troops in the middle of war together, and it could bring sinners together with a holy 

God, think of what this peace of Christ has done and can do for you.  Cherish this gift always.  Amen.  


