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TEXT:  Ephesians 6:7  THEME:  Just Do It!

Dear Teachers, Students, Parents, Grandparents, Family, and Friends in 
Christ,

This school year’s theme is written in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, chapter 6, 
verse 7:  Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men.  
NIV  What an excellent reminder for us all as we begin another school year!  
Everything that we do as teachers, students, parents, and friends of Trinity 
Lutheran School is to be done as if we were serving our Lord—the Lord who 
sacrificed himself on the cross to pay for our sins.  Jesus served us by giving 
his very best for us; we are to serve him by giving our very best to him.  
Lesson plans and teaching techniques, memory work, homework, and 
projects, personal involvement and support of our school, teachers, and 
students are all to be done out of love and thankfulness to our Savior-God.  
And we are to do all of this as SERVICE!

Yet, how do we serve?  In answering that question, I am reminded of the Bible 
passage that last year’s graduating class chose as their class verse.  Maybe 
some of you remember it, 1 Timothy 4:12.  “Don't let anyone look down on 
you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity.” NIV  All of us at Trinity 
Lutheran School serve our Lord by setting an example for one another.  
Certainly we will want to do that among unbelievers so that they will want to 
know more about our Savior, but this verse says that we are to set an 
example for our fellow believers as well.  Take a look at the person sitting next 
to you…you are to serve the Lord by setting a good example for that person 
every day, every night, every sporting event, every worship service you are at 
Trinity Lutheran School.  And Paul doesn’t say try to do this or do this if you 
feel like it or when it is convenient.  No, Paul says “Serve wholeheartedly!”  
Today, thanks to the Nike ads, he might say, “JUST DO IT!”

First of all, set an example in speech.  Serve one another with the way you 
talk to each other.  Praise one another for good things.  Don’t say mean, 
hurtful, or angry things.  And never misuse God’s name!  What a joy it would 
be for me, and most of all for our God, this year to never hear, “Oh, my God!” 
or to never see “OMG” written by our students or their parents on Facebook.  
Serve the Lord and one another with your speech.
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Next, set an example in life.  The Greek word used here literally means your 
conduct or behavior.  Serve our Lord by the way you treat one another, how 
you react when you are wronged, how you spend your time.  Be gentle and 
godly.  Serve the Lord with your behavior.  

Set an example in love.  If someone needs help, you give it to them.  If 
someone needs a friend, you be that friend.  If someone is hurting, you 
comfort them.  If someone always gets picked last, when you have a chance, 
pick them first.  Just do it…even if it isn’t cool or beast.  Serve the Lord by 
showing love to everyone…not just your close friends.

Set an example in faith.  Sometimes I hear people say, “Young people are the 
church of tomorrow.”  That’s a lie!  You are the church of today! You are his 
witnesses right now.  Do people, including your friends, know that you live 
your life to honor Christ?  Be in church.  Be in Sunday school.  Serve our Lord 
by setting an example in faith.  

And finally, serve our Lord by setting an example in purity.  Don’t tell or listen 
to dirty jokes.  Don’t look at dirty pictures on the internet.  Keep your mind, 
your heart, your whole body a place where Jesus will always feel welcome.  
My mom always told me when I was going out with my friends, “Don’t go 
anywhere you can’t take Jesus.”  That is good advice.  Let’s serve our Lord 
this year by making sure that Trinity Lutheran School, and the heart of every 
teacher, every student, and every parent is a place where Jesus always feels 
welcome.

And serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men.  
Amen.

—Pastor Richard D. Starr


