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TEXT:  Luke 2:21
THEME:  ENTER THE NEW YEAR IN JESUS’ NAME

1. A Year Filled with His Forgiveness
2. A Year Filled with His Faithfulness

“On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the 
name the angel had given him before he had been conceived” (Luke 2:21) NIV.

Dear Followers of Jesus, Our Savior and the Savior of the World:

The doorbell kept ringing at 2am that New Year’s morning.  At my door stood a college 
student from my campus ministry group.  His father had died tragically when the student 
was just a little boy.  His mother had remarried a man with a family of his own.  Life had 
never been the same.  There the young man stood, eyes full of despair, breath reeking of 
alcohol, about to end his own life rather than face another year filled with the same doubts 
and despair.

What to tell him?  Thank God his Spirit guides, as he has promised, even at 2am.  Along 
with coffee that early morning, the troubled Christian received the assurance of what the 
new year could be when entered in Jesus’ name.  We need the same assurance.  When 
we ENTER THE NEW YEAR IN JESUS’ NAME, it will be A YEAR FILLED WITH HIS 
FORGIVENESS.

Nothing unusual happened that day in Bethlehem.  An eight-day-old boy was circumcised 
as countless others had been in the 19-some centuries since God had come to Abraham 
and commanded it.  Even the name Jesus, given this little boy at his circumcision, was not 
uncommon.  Others had carried it, including the famous Joshua who had led the Israelites 
across the River Jordan.  Nothing unusual in all this, to the outward eye.

But to the eye of the believer, what a scene!  That baby going under the knife in 
circumcision is God himself, who took on our human flesh, took up the load of our sins, 
took them to Calvary’s cross, and there took them away forever, so that he could take us to 
heaven.  As part of that act of redemption, the circumcision knife spills drops of his precious 
blood, promise of the crimson tide that would later stain the sand on Calvary’s hill.  Also as 
part of that act of redemption, the holy Jesus, who had no original sin and therefore no 
need of the covenant of God’s grace into which circumcision ushered, undergoes it that he 
might fulfill God’s laws in our place.  Many before him bore the name Jesus with its 
meaning, “The Lord Saves,” but it truly fits this eight-day-old.

What will the new year 2012 bring for us?  More sin?  Of course, in spite of our efforts to 
resist as believers.  How do we know?  Because looking in the rearview mirror, we see how 
much sin has littered the highway of our life in the year gone by.  Like soiled paper and 
shattered glass, our sinful thoughts, words, and deeds dot the ditches.  Thank God we 
have a Savior who does more than gather up those sins into orange plastic bags for 
someone else to haul off to some landfill somewhere.  His forgiveness is so complete and 
the delete key on his computer so effective that those sins are gone in his eyes as if they 
never happened.
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The same holds true in all the days of any other year God allows us to experience.  Let the 
devil attack us with the threat of our sins, as he did that young student at my front door that 
New Year’s Day.  “The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).  
At his circumcision God’s Son received the name Jesus; at our baptisms we received a 
new name as his saved people.  Because his name fit, so does ours.  Because God has 
promised forgiveness, it will be there for us as penitent sinners.

When we ENTER THE NEW YEAR IN JESUS’ NAME, it will be A YEAR FILLED WITH HIS 
FAITHFULNESS.
In Genesis chapter 17 when God gave Abraham the rite of circumcision, he intended it also 
as a sign that his promise to send the Savior would come true.  Just think of it, over the 
centuries the Jewish male, from eight days on, carried on his body a sign of God’s 
faithfulness.  Over those centuries, many in Israel forgot what the sign meant.  They 
centered on the act itself instead of on the promised Savior, to whose coming it pointed.  
They focused on what they did, instead of what God would do for them.  That still happens 
all the time today.  So many Christian ministers and laypeople focus on what they do for 
God instead of what God has done for them.  It is so easy to fall into that trap because that 
kind of thinking appeals so much to our sinful nature.  We like to think that there is 
something we can do to earn God’s favor.  We like to be given lists of things to do as 
Christians—as long as they are lists of things we can do—because that makes us feel like 
we are really doing something to contribute to our own salvation.  But that is not the way it 
works; God has done it all and there is nothing left for us to do.  Yet that is so difficult to 
accept.  There is an example of that in Scripture.  Even after the Savior’s coming, some in 
Israel still misunderstood, demanding the continuation of circumcision instead of rejoicing in 
the Savior who had come.  But through all those years, God had not forgotten.  When the 
fullness of his time had come, he sent his Son.  God’s faithfulness is beyond question.  
Ours—not so much.  I read recently that 96% of our New Year’s resolutions, 96% of our 
goals for the new year, will be broken before we have to turn the calendar to February.  Our 
faithfulness stinks!  God’s faithfulness is beyond question, as that eight-day-old Jesus on 
the day of his circumcision reminds us.

What will the new year 2012 hold for us?  More trouble and trial?  Of course—for some of 
us more than we might imagine.  How do we know?  Because this past year some of us, 
like that young man at my front door, raised tear-stained eyes toward heaven, wondering if 
our God was too busy numbering the stars and managing the universe to pay attention to 
our needs and fears.  Yet he is always there, just as he promised.  His commanding voice 
stilled the storms or enabled us to stay the course.  His gentle touch brushed away the 
tears and brought comfort in our grief.  His wise counsel gave us answers and guided our 
actions.  And here we are with one year ended and another begun.  

Want to enter the new year in Jesus’ name and have it filled with forgiveness and 
faithfulness?  There’s only one way.  Go to God’s Word!  Go to his Sacrament!  There our 
God of all grace continues to assure us of his forgiveness and faithfulness.  Amen.


