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TEXT:  Acts 2:1-21 
THEME:  SPEAK UP FOR JESUS! 

1. Without Discrimination 
2. Look for Opportunities 
3. Urged on by Judgment Day 

 
Dear Fellow Christians, on Whom Our Lord Poured Out His Holy Spirit: 
 
As some of you can imagine, living with our son, Michael, in our house, we watch a lot of 
sports shows on TV.  Not too long ago, on one of those shows, I heard Boston Celtic great 
Bill Russell being interviewed.  Russell played for the Celtics in the late 1950s and 
throughout the 1960s.  He mentioned a memorable event in his life.  He was presented the 
key to the city of Boston in a public ceremony.  Later that day, he went to a restaurant with 
a couple African-American friends.  The host told them, “Sorry, we don’t have a table for 
you.”  They looked at the nearly empty restaurant and understood what the host meant.  He 
meant, “If you want to win basketball championships for us, that’s great.  But we don’t want 
to eat with you.” 
 
Many of us have seen discrimination rear its ugly head.  However, on the first Pentecost, 
discrimination was not present.  Listen again to all the different nationalities that were 
present and witnessed to by the disciples:  “Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents 
of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and 
converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of 
God in our own tongues!" (Acts 2:9-11).  Quite a list!  The Holy Spirit moved the 
disciples to invite people of all nationalities there to believe that Jesus was their Savior from 
sin. 
 
Of course, it is only fitting that all nations should hear this message.  After all, Jesus is the 
Savior of all nations.  All are utterly sinful and unworthy creatures before our holy God, 
deserving eternal punishment.  But Jesus died for the sin of every last person of every 
race.  As you look to share the good news of salvation personally, look past skin color and 
background.  View each person as a blood-bought soul.  Witness to all as you have 
opportunity! 
 
As a church family, may we never say, “We don’t want that kind of person in our church” or, 
“That person would never listen.”  The Holy Spirit can work saving faith in any heart.  All 
can come to Jesus!  May God help us speak of his wonders to all! 
 
And LOOK FOR OPPORTUNITIES to do so.  “Seize the day” is the translation of an old 
Latin saying, “Carpe Diem!”  It is certainly what Peter did on that first Pentecost.  When 
Peter saw the crowd gathering, he saw an opportunity to reach many people with God’s 
message in a short time.  He took the opportunity to speak to them as the Holy Spirit filled 
him.   
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We certainly can feel hesitant to speak up about the gospel of Jesus Christ.  The devil 
whispers to us, “You’re not qualified.”  Or, “You’ll never find the right words to say.”  Or, 
“Someone else will reach that person.” 
 
That is a different way of thinking from our Savior’s clear statement:  “You will be my 
witnesses” (Acts 1:8).  Contrary to the way a sports team works, no one on God’s team is 
on the bench.  All people can witness all over the world.  We simply need to look for our 
openings, our opportunities. 
 
When is a good time to witness?  The Holy Spirit can work at any time in a person’s life, of 
course.  But studies have also shown that people going through transition times in life may 
be searching for meaning and may be receptive to those around them.  A marriage, a 
move, a birth of a child, or a death in the family may all be such times.  Look for transition 
times in the lives of others, times when you could share the message of salvation in Jesus.  
And then speak up!  The Holy Spirit will use your words to bring his message! 
 
And don’t wait; be URGED ON BY JUDGMENT DAY!  In keeping with the sports theme, 
are you familiar with the two-minute drill in football?  As the clock winds down toward the 
end of the game, the offense makes precious use of the little time remaining.  The ball 
carriers urgently try to get out-of-bounds after plays to stop the clock.   The quarterback 
spikes the ball for an incomplete pass, which stops the clock.  Time-outs are called.  
Anything to get in as many plays as possible before time runs out! 
 
Peter described the end of the world in his Pentecost sermon.  He quoted Joel’s prophecy 
about signs leading up to the end of the world.  When the Lord returns, a pass-or-fail quiz 
will be given.  For those who believe in the Savior, who died for their sins on Calvary’s 
cross, heaven awaits.  For those who do not believe, eternal punishment awaits. 
 
The early church’s missionaries did their work, realizing that the end could come anytime.  
Paul wrote in Romans 13:11, “The hour has come for you to wake up from your 
slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.”  If time  
was that precious for the early Christians, how much more precious is it for us?  The end is 
nearer than ever.  It may come tonight!  (But still study for your exams tomorrow.)  How 
does this affect our witnessing for Jesus?  We witness with urgency! 
 
How sad it would be for us to become complacent in witnessing.  Jesus’ words to his 
disciples ring in our ears:  “As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent 
me. Night is coming, when no one can work” (John 9:4).   
 
May the realization of judgment day’s arrival spur us on to speak.  We’re in the two-minute 
drill in God’s world.  May we use our time to witness wisely!  So, SPEAK UP FOR JESUS—
WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION, LOOK FOR OPPORTUNITIES, AND BE URGED ON BY 
JUDGMENT DAY!  Amen. 
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Most merciful God, our heavenly Father, today we lift our hearts in 
gratitude and rejoicing for the goodness you have given your servant 
Steve Towne, whom you have called as a teacher in our Lutheran 
elementary school.  O Lord, you have mercifully granted him grace 
to serve in the office of the public ministry for 26 years and have 
showered a multitude of blessings on his ministry.  You have 
enabled him to teach your saving truth among us, and we have been 
greatly blessed.  For this abounding love and favor toward your 
servant, we thank and praise you.  In your goodness grant him 
continued guidance and sustain him with your tender care.  Give him 
joy in serving you and your young people for many more years, and 
fill his heart with your peace. 
 
Triune God, as John and Dolores Guettler celebrate their 60

th
 

wedding anniversary, accept our heartfelt thanks for all the blessings 
they have received and share so generously with us and others.  As 
companions on the journey through life, they have loved, consoled, 
and supported each other, but most important, they have grown 
closer to you.  By your grace they have maintained a Christian home 
and raised their children in the training and instruction of the Lord.  
They have learned forgiveness and unconditional love from you.  
Your Word has been a lamp to their feet and a light for their path.  
Keep them committed to each other and to you.  Continue to supply 
their earthly needs according to your will.  Give them joy in the years 
to come, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 


