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TEXT:  Luke 13:22-30
THEME:  ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW DOOR

1. Don’t Be Late
2. Beyond the Door

Dear Christian Friends:

You have a flight to catch, but you’ve gotten off to a late start.  Sure enough, the traffic is 
slower than usual.  The lines at the security gate of the airport take forever.  Running like 
an Olympic sprinter through the terminal isn’t enough.  As you finally reach your gate, you 
see that the entryway is closed and the plane has left the dock.  You plead with the airline 
attendant, “Can’t you call it back for me?”  But your pleas, no matter how heartfelt, can’t 
turn that plane around.  You’re too late.

When Jesus was asked, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” he didn’t 
answer that question.  He instead changed the question in essence to “Are you ready to 
enter the kingdom of heaven?”  Jesus teaches us a wonderful lesson here, a lesson that 
especially we called pastors and teachers and elected lay leaders of our congregation have 
to learn over and over again.  Jesus doesn’t want us to spend our time worrying about 
matters that are in his control.  He wants all of us to spend our time preparing for the 
coming of the kingdom of heaven.  The question he wants us to ask is not How many? or 
How few? but How about me?

DON’T BE LATE for your turn to enter the gateway to heaven.  Make no mistake about it, 
your turn will come.  Unlike the regular schedule of flights at the airport, your trip may be at 
any moment.  Your turn may come today, or it might be delayed many years.  Either way, 
your turn will come.  You don’t want to be late to the gate.

Don’t be late to hear and to take to heart the gospel message.  Don’t just hear it and let it 
go in one ear and out the other.  Really live the gospel message every day of your life.  The 
gospel message is your written ticket to heaven.  On this ticket is inscribed your name and 
your place in heaven, and the receipt for the ticket is signed in blood by Jesus Christ.

Don’t place that precious ticket—the gospel message—in a drawer or on a shelf and forget 
about it.  Put that precious ticket, the Word, in the pocket of your heart by memorizing it and 
studying it every day, just as our Lutheran elementary school children will begin doing 
again tomorrow, so that you always have it with you.  Take the gospel message to heart as 
you hear and believe the good news the Holy Spirit shares with you.

Today you have the opportunity to hear the gospel, to have your sins forgiven, and to be 
assured that your place in the kingdom of heaven is reserved and ready, thanks to Jesus.  
Jesus packed a robe of righteousness for you, living a holy and perfect life in your place, so 
that you now have the proper clothes for heaven.  Jesus purchased your ticket with his 
innocent suffering and death on the cross so that you now have your ticket for heaven.  
Jesus rose from the dead as your travel insurance, assuring you that as a believer in 
Jesus, your arrival in heaven—body and soul—is guaranteed.  Jesus even had his apostles 
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and prophets write up a travel brochure, we call it the Bible, for us to tell us what to expect 
during our journey and what awaits us BEYOND THE DOOR of our destination—heaven.

What lies beyond the door?  The child entering the door of the kindergarten classroom for 
the first time clings tightly to Mom or Dad’s hand out of fear of the unknown.  That will be 
happening tomorrow for our kindergartner’s here at Trinity.  The young child doesn’t realize 
that beyond the door to the classroom are many new friends and playmates, a caring 
teacher, fun activities, games, and plenty of snacks to enjoy.  At the end of the day, the 
child may even be disappointed that it has come to an end.

In a way, we are all like kindergartners on the first day of school when it comes to what lies 
beyond the door to the kingdom of heaven?  As we approach death’s door, through which 
we must pass before reaching heaven’s door, we may resist and hesitate to enter because 
we are apprehensive of what we do not know.  Not one of us has truly experienced death 
before, so we don’t have firsthand knowledge of what goes on, what happens to us when 
we die, what it feels like.

Jesus allows us to know what we will experience beyond the door to heaven.  He assures 
us that beyond the door we will discover new friends—eternal friends.  Beyond the door we 
will have a very caring Teacher named Jesus Christ.  We will participate with the angels of 
God in new, fun, and exhilarating activities.  Beyond the door we will be honored guests at 
the grandest feast of all, a feast attended by all of the nobility in the kingdom of God.

Our greatest fear should not be what lies beyond the door.  Our greatest fear should, 
instead, be what will happen if we remain outside the door.  Jesus also tells us what to 
expect in that situation.  Outside the door there will be weeping rather than rejoicing, 
gnashing of teeth rather than celebrating.  Outside the door of God’s kingdom, unbelievers 
will stand alone, separated from the presence of God.  Outside the door they will still be 
able to see what they are missing, but they will never be able to enter and enjoy the 
fellowship shared within the kingdom of God.

Jesus teaches us not to fear what lies beyond the door.  We know that we can trust what 
he tells us because he personally went beyond death’s door when he died on the cross to 
atone for our sins.  He personally rose from the dead and passed beyond heaven’s door as 
he ascended into heaven.  He gives you his personal promise that he will take all who 
believe in him beyond the door into heaven.

My friends, there still is room inside the kingdom.  Jesus tells us, “People will come from 
east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the 
kingdom of God.”  Not everyone has yet taken his or her place.  Jesus sends you to find 
more people and to point them to the door, so that through faith they may come and take 
their places at the feast in the kingdom of heaven with us.  That’s what the Festival of 
Friendship is all about—making eternal friends.  God bless our efforts!  Amen.
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Prayer of the Church
Lord Jesus, you grew up in the home of Joseph and Mary and, as a twelve-
year-old boy, sat among the teachers in the temple courts, listening to them 
and asking them questions.  We give thanks for the mothers and fathers, 
teachers and pastors who taught us when we were boys and girls to know and 
love you.  Bless Christian parents and teachers today as they lead children to 
trust you as their beautiful Savior and to follow you as their best and kindest 
heavenly friend.

Lord Jesus, although you have ascended into heaven, you still guide your 
Church as our great Prophet and give us pastors and teachers to proclaim the 
good news.  We give thanks for the blessings we enjoy through the public 
ministry of the Church.  Since our Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
worker training schools started classes this past week, we ask you to continue 
to stir the hearts of young men and women to consider service in the Church’s 
ministry a great joy and an uncommon privilege.  Bless the 23  students from 
Trinity in those schools.  Through those schools, give us faithful servants of 
your Word, who will adorn their office with godly lives.

Since our Trinity Lutheran Elementary School begins classes tomorrow
[began classes today] we pray for the ministry of our called workers in this 
place:  principal, Ryan Hill, and our teachers:  Steve Towne, Lisa Warren, 
Shannon Krohn, Mary Herbst, Nancy Kleinke, Melissa Leslie, our Minister of 
Music, Worship, Youth and Family Troy Yerks, Pastor Schulz, and Pastor 
Starr.  Guide them with your wisdom and give them joy in their labors for you.

O God, giver of life, health, safety, and strength, we praise you for having 
granted your servant Dennis Martens enough recovery from his illness to be 
moved from the hospital after 9 months into a rehab facility in preparation for 
his return home.  Thank you for keeping Dennis and Karen strong in their faith 
through this long ordeal.  May they daily remember your great goodness and 
tender mercy.

This we pray, Lord Jesus, in your holy name, who has taught us to pray:

THE LORD’S PRAYER


