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TEXT:  Joshua 1:6-9 THEME:  You Are a Leader for Christ

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Sometimes I wonder what reality TV is doing to us.  What are shows like “Survivor” and 
“Big Brother” and the “Real Housewives of Wherever” teaching us?  On most of those 
shows, lying is a virtue, almost an assumption, just something that you have to do to get 
ahead.  On most of those shows the underlying message is that most people will—in fact, 
you should—do pretty much anything for money.  You can be a liar, and that’s a good 
thing.  You can be a cheat, and that’s okay.  You can step on other people to get ahead, 
and that’s encouraged.  But the one thing you don’t want to be on most of those shows, the 
worst thing you can be seen as, is a leader.  Anyone looking like they’re exercising any 
leadership is seen as a threat, and quickly eliminated.  That’s fine with most people, 
because they really aren’t interested in leadership anyhow.  They think that being a leader 
just puts a target on your back, and they’d much rather stay less visible and more out of 
danger.

I wonder if that’s how Joshua would have preferred it on the day of our text.  I wonder if he 
just wanted to crawl in a hole and get out of sight.  Our text presents a turning point, a 
significant day in Joshua’s life and really in the whole history of the people of Israel.  
Moses—the great leader who led Israel out of their slavery in Egypt, who led them to the 
gates of the Promised Land, not once but twice, both before and after he led them for 40 
years in the desert, who wrote the first five books of the Bible, whom the Bible says that the 
Lord knew face to face—Moses was dead.  He wasn’t allowed to enter the Promised Land, 
but died just before the Israelites were to finally enter the home that God had promised to 
them.  And now the mantle of leadership passed to Joshua.  What are some of the things 
Joshua might have been thinking?  Those were some pretty big sandals to fill, don’t you 
think?  Can you imagine the pressure Joshua must have been feeling?  This great man, 
this great prophet, this great leader Moses, had just died, and now it was all up to Joshua.  
He was going to lead them across the Jordan River.  He was going to lead them into the 
Promised Land.  He was going to lead them as they took possession of the Promised Land, 
drove out all the people that lived there, and divided it up among the 12 tribes.  This whole 
nation, probably over 2 million people, was looking to him for guidance and direction.  No 
pressure there, huh?

And that probably explains what God said to Joshua in our text.  It’s not too hard to find a 
dominant theme in what God tells Joshua here.  Three times he uses the phrase, “Be 
strong and courageous.”  This was most definitely a challenging time for Joshua as he 
tried to replace someone who was irreplaceable, but God had a simple message for him; 
be strong.  He didn’t need to shy away from what stood before him, but how could he 
believe that?  Was he up to the challenge?  Was he a good enough leader?  Could he 
handle it?  Would the people listen to him?  What if he messed up?  What if he wasn’t 
strong enough, smart enough, good enough?  Look again at what God told Joshua.  He 
didn’t say anything about any of those things.  He didn’t focus on Joshua at all.  He didn’t 
point Joshua to Joshua.  He pointed Joshua to God and his promises.  How did Joshua 
know he would be able to do all this?  Because God said so.  God had promised that his 
people would inherit this land, and now he was promising Joshua that he would be the one 
to lead them.  God had promised it, and that’s all he needed.  That’s the reason he could 
be strong and courageous.  
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That’s the key for any Christian leader—trust in God’s promises.  It can be so tempting to 
rely on ourselves, on what we’re able to do.  And that temptation isn’t limited to leadership, 
is it?  How often aren’t we tempted to think that God loves us, or should love us, because of 
what we do?  But then God’s law hits us between the eyes, and makes us realize what God 
should think of us, and it lays us low.  And what’s the only thing that can save us?  God’s 
promises—his promise to send a Savior to live and die in our place, a promise that he 
fulfilled 2,000 years ago; his promise to cover over our sins with the blood of Jesus, which 
is the only thing that could earn his favor; his promise to bring us back from the dead and 
give us the eternal reward Jesus won for us—these things are the basis for our confidence, 
the basis for our faith, the basis for our salvation.  And they are also the basis for our 
leadership.

That, then, also gives us some of the “how” of leadership.  What should a leader be doing?  
Since the foundation of our leadership is on God’s promises, it is imperative that Christian 
leaders be found in the Word.  That was part of God’s encouragement to Joshua as well.  
“Do not let this book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and 
night.”  God says the same thing to us today as he said to Joshua all those years ago.  
There are dozens, maybe hundreds of different books on leadership, even Christian 
leadership, but one is more important than all the others, because only one comes from the 
mouth of God himself.  Christian leaders must be in the Word, regularly, so much more 
than just one hour a week.  “Meditate on it day and night,” God says.  That’s the only 
place we find guidance on where to lead.  That’s the only place we find strength to go on no 
matter what lies before us.  That’s the only place we find Christ’s forgiveness for all those 
times we were poor leaders, and the only place we can find reason to offer forgiveness 
when others are poor followers.  To strengthen our own faith, and to find the strength to 
lead in the ways God would have us go, Christian leaders need to be constantly in the 
Word.

But you might be thinking, “That’s all fine and good, but I’m not a leader.  What does this 
say to me?”  And my answer would be, not so fast, maybe you are a leader.  Are you a 
husband?  Then you are the leader to your family.  Are you a parent?  Then are you a 
leader to your children.  Does anyone ever look up to you—maybe at work, or among your 
friends, or others in your family?  Then you are a leader, at least at times.  And even if none 
of those are the case, even if you are never a leader in any way, that’s okay, too, because 
good leaders need good followers.  Good leaders need encouragement.  Good leaders 
need prayers.  And what God tells Joshua is something we can all take, even if we’re not a 
leader.  “Be strong and courageous.”  God will give you the strength to make it through 
whatever he puts in front of you.  Stay connected to him through his Word.  Never be 
discouraged, because God will be with you wherever you go.

Whatever you may be facing, whatever you may be struggling with today, “Be strong and 
courageous.”  Don’t give up!  Don’t be afraid!  Don’t get discouraged!  Trust in God’s 
promises.  As you continue to meditate on his Word, he will continue to give you the peace 
of forgiveness through Jesus, the joy of a new relationship with him, and the hope of an 
eternity with him in heaven.  If you are a leader, lead with courage.  If you are not, follow 
with conviction.  And through it all, know that the Lord your God will be with you wherever 
you go.  Amen.


