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TEXT:  Luke 9:18-24
THEME:  WHY JESUS?

Dear Christian Friends:

Have you ever been to a really good buffet?  It’s the kind of restaurant I like to go to when 
you have a big group of people because everyone can get what they want.  They can go 
down the line and pick and choose…Mexican, Chinese, Italian, and good old American.  
You can try something new, and if you don’t like it…set it aside and go back for something 
else.

That’s great when you are eating out (except that you may over-eat in an effort to get your 
money’s worth).  But it doesn’t work well at all when you take the buffet approach to your 
belief system.  A lot of people think of “religion” as a kind of smorgasbord.  They take a little 
of what Buddha said over here, try out some of what Mahatma Gandhi said over there, mix 
in a lot of evolution, with a little Jesus sprinkled over it, and some Scientology dip on the 
side.  And for dessert they try some Dr. Phil and Dr. Laura with a big dollop of Oprah on 
top.  If it all tastes good, they keep it.  They’ve put together their own buffet of life.  The best 
thing is, if they lose their taste for any part of it, they can set it aside and try something new.

The only problem is:  the Bible doesn’t offer a buffet.  God is not a buffet kind of God.  The 
Bible presents ONE God and ONE way to be saved.  Some people believe that as truth.  
Others don’t like it.  They want to set it aside and find something else on the buffet table 
that looks better to them.  

It is all a matter of perspective.  Most of what we do in life comes down to our own 
perception of what’s going on around us.  That reminds me of a story I read about a lady 
who had a “Honk if you love Jesus” bumper sticker on her car.

She wrote to her friend and said, “What a wonderful experience I had…and all because of 
that bumper sticker.  I was sitting at a red light, so lost in thought I didn’t notice that the light 
had turned green, when the guy behind me noticed my bumper sticker and started honking 
like crazy.  He must have really loved Jesus! Pretty soon everyone was honking.  I joined 
right in.  It was like a big pep rally for Jesus.  A couple people got so caught up in the joy of 
the Lord that they jumped out of their cars and ran toward my car.  I really wanted to wait 
and talk with them, but then I remembered that the light was green.  So I hit the gas and 
went through the intersection.  Good thing I did because I was the only car that made it 
across before the light turned red.  What a wonderful experience!  I never knew there were 
so many enthusiastic Christians out there on the road!”

It’s all about perception.

In Luke chapter 9, Jesus asked his disciples about the perceptions of the crowds who were 
following him around Galilee.  When Jesus asked, "Who do the crowds say I am?" (Luke 
9:18) his disciples didn’t have to stop and think it over.  They replied, "Some say John the 
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has 
come back to life” (Luke 9:19).
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Some of the people thought Jesus might be a reincarnation of John the Baptist.  John was 
Jesus’ cousin.  For a few years, John preached powerful sermons in the wilderness.  But 
then John was executed by Herod.  So, some people believed that John had reappeared in 
the form of Jesus.  Others thought that he might be one of the Old Testament prophets, 
returning to show the way.  There were all kinds of perceptions about Jesus floating around 
out there.

And it’s not really all that different today.  A few years ago there was a Jesus Seminar 
where scholars from many traditions debated the identity of Jesus of Nazareth.  Some 
people see him as a wise man…a sage…a guru…a prophet…a wizard…a philosopher.  
Some see him as just a super-nice guy, kind of like Richie Cunningham was on Happy 
Days.  When he’s around, you just feel better.  And some see him as a kind of Green 
Peace Jesus with long hair and sandals, protecting the environment and taking care of all 
God’s creatures.

What do the people you see every week think about Jesus?  Could you answer Jesus’ 
question, “Who do people say that I am?”  Has the subject of Jesus come up at school or 
work or when you’re talking to your neighbors?  Do you bring up the subject of Jesus?  
Even more important, could you answer the next question Jesus asked?

Notice that this question is intensely personal.  Jesus was saying, “You’ve told me what 
others say about me.”  "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" 
(Luke 9:20).

When Jesus lived on earth, he made some unique claims about who he is.  In many 
different ways, Jesus said, “To know me is to know God.  To love me is to love God.  To 
reject me is to reject God.”  John 14:6 records this statement that Jesus made about 
himself, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me."  Lots of people don’t like the fact that Jesus claims to be the ONLY way.  
Our all-American buffet mentality causes people to figure that all religions must be equal.  
People want to pick and choose bits and pieces from any and all of them.  But that isn’t 
true; that doesn’t work.

Jesus is distinctive because he is the only religious leader who claims to be God and then 
backed up that claim.  Jesus backed up his claim with the evidence of his powerful 
miracles, evidence that culminated in his resurrection from the dead.  No other religious 
leader has ever done that!  Jesus perfectly fulfilled over 450 Old Testament prophecies 
about the birth, life, death, and resurrection of the Messiah.  A mathematician, using the 
laws of probability, calculated the odds of one man fulfilling just eight of those 456 
prophecies were 10 to the 17th power.  That’s one hundred quadrillion…that’s even more 
than our national debt…at least, yet.

But here is the greatest distinction.  Buddhism has a story similar to the story Jesus told 
about the Prodigal Son.  In the story Jesus told, the father sees his wayward son and runs 
to greet him.  The prodigal says he no longer deserves to be considered a son, but the 
loving father throws a party for him and freely restores him to his full honor as a son.  In the 
Buddhism story, the father finds the wayward son and arranges for him to be given a 
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menial job.  Through many years of working as a slave, the son eventually earns his way 
back into his father’s good graces.

Those two stories illustrate the biggest difference between Christianity and all world 
religions—religions made up by human beings.  It’s really simple.  You study all the 
religions of the world and they come down to one word:  DO!  What can you DO to have 
religious success in life?  What must you do to make up for all the wrongs you have done?  
What must you DO to earn favor with God?  All the religions of the world come back to the 
word DO.

Christianity is all about DONE!  It’s about what Jesus Christ has already DONE for us.  It’s 
about God giving himself to us in the person of Jesus.  It’s about Jesus living a perfect life 
for us.  It’s about Jesus dying on the cross to pay for our sins.  It’s about Jesus rising from 
the dead to assure us that because he lives, we too will live.  It’s about the Holy Spirit using 
the means of grace to give us faith in what has already been DONE for us.  That is a huge 
difference, and the difference in where you spend eternity.  Christianity—DONE—heaven.  
World religions—DO—hell.

"But what about you?" [Jesus] asked. "Who do you say I am?" Peter answered, 
"The Christ of God" (Luke 9:20). With that statement, Peter gave evidence of his Spirit-
worked faith.  He was saying, “Jesus, you are the Messiah, you are the Promised One, you 
are the way and the truth and the life.  You are my Savior.”  By God’s grace, I’m with Peter.  
If you are too, say Amen!
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Prayer of the Church

Lord Jesus, you are our Savior, our one and only rescue from our 
sin.  Without you, we have no hope and no God.  But with you there 
is plenty of forgiveness and grace to cover all our sins.  With you, we 
have someone to live for, talk about, and die for.

Keep us from looking with sinfully hungry eyes at the religious buffet 
of the world.  Never let us trade your DONE religion for one of the 
DO religions made up by sinful human beings.  Through your Word 
and Sacraments, increase our Spirit-worked faith in you as the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life.

Jesus, we understand you are the Christ of God, our Savior.  We 
also know your work is finished and it’s time to get the word out.  We 
don’t always know how to answer people’s objections, but we know 
how to say what Peter did, “You are the Christ of God.”  Give us the 
opportunities, and we will tell people you are their Savior too.

Hear us as we pray the prayer you taught us:

THE LORD’S PRAYER


