
    Funeral directors today do a good job of trying to fix the deceased person up.  They put 
the person in some good looking clothes.  They color the face to give it a more natural tone.  
They have flowers around the casket, and mementos to make everything look so cheery.  And 
then as you stand in front of the casket as a family member someone says to you, “My doesn’t he 
look good!”  And you think to yourself as a family member but don’t say anything, “You’ve got 
to be kidding! Not true!’  That was Gary Nearman’s thinking about death.  No matter how you 
try to fix things up.  It’s ugly.  It stinks.  Its awful.  There are no if’s and ands about it.  Gary 
tried his best to fight the battle against death.  He traveled to hospital after hospital the past 9 
months.  He struggled for every breath he could breathe.  He told his family.  “I can’t leave you, 
because I’d miss you guys.  My mind doesn’t want to go.  But my body just can’t carry on.  
Look at me.”   Yes, death was going to have its way with Gary.   But let me tell you, friends 
death did not have the final say.  That’s because Gary was one who looked up to one who won 
the victory over death, Jesus Christ.   Jesus Christ gave Gary a new life beyond this life.  A few 
days before Gary died, he told his wife, to open the curtains in his room.  He wanted to look up 
into the heavens, the sky.  It was so peaceful so restful up there.  Today, we join Gary as we 
“Look Up For Something Much Better!”
     Where do we go to find information about a place better than Michigan, a place called 
heaven, and how a person gets there?  You know for a number of years, the place to go in the 
south end for information was Kramer’s meat market.  At Kramer’s you could find out where the 
fish were biting in Michigan.  You could find out from Gary, the duck report, as he would see a 
lot flying.  Kramers was the barber shop of local gossip in Bay City.  In fact, I even made use of 
this store to find out Gary’s present medical condition, and where his present location was.  But 
Kramer’s is not the place to find out about eternal life and heaven.  We go to the Bible for that 
information.
  Some of you may have had your 3 or 4 year old ask you this question.  It’s a tough 
question to answer.  Where in the world is heaven?  If this world were filled with 1st and 2nd

graders, and I asked them “Where is heaven?” what would they do?  They’d point up.  Heaven is 
up The fact that a four year old points up when we say where is heaven, may sound simple but its 
one of the most significant things you can say about heaven.  The word “heaven” has always had 
the idea of up.  It has that idea in the Bible. Psalm 123:1 “Lord, I look up to You, up to heaven, 
where You rule.”  Even Jesus looked up to heaven when He prayed.  Mark 6:41 “Jesus took the 
five loaves and two fish and looked up toward heaven and He asked God’s blessing on the food.”  
Heaven is up.   That doesn’t mean up in the sense that it’s out there somewhere beyond the orbit 
of Pluto.  Up means higher.  Higher than anything we experience on this earth.  Up means 
beyond.  Beyond anything that I can imagine on this earth.  Up means above.  Who amongst us 
does not wish, long sometimes, to live above the pain that is in this world?  There’s something in 
us that realizes this isn’t right.  I should be able to live above this.  We will one day.  We look 
forward to that day.  That’s where we’ll live for eternity.
  Up means where God lives.  He is everywhere but there’s a special sense of His presence 
in heaven.  He is there in the most incredible way.  It is an incredibly vibrant place.  The Bible 
tells us that heaven is a material place.  It is a lot more like earth that you and I imagine and a lot 
less like earth than you and I imagine.  It’s a material place the Bible says.  The Bible says that 
there’s going to be a new heaven and a new earth.  That everything we’ve experienced here is 
just multiplied there.  It’s perfect there.  Imagine the joys on earth, and multiply them now for 
Gary.  As a child, Gary liked to hold the back bumper of cars, and ski on ice as the car pulls you.  
Or think about him walking the 80 acres in Tawas.  The duck and deer hunting.  Or the cabin 



where all the family was there.  4 wheelers.  Motorcycles.  Grandpa Tony cooking on the grill.  
Playing some baseball.  At dusk, a time for quiet as you waited to watch the deer at the bait pile.  
Hearing the names of the deer that Grandpa Tony gave them.  Beer, pop, hotdogs and cony 
sauce.   The place where Gary now presides brings him happiness many times the happiness he 
had up on the 80.  Yes, when Gary looked out the window at the heavens.  He was Looking up 
for something much better than even this earth could provide.
  Psalm 16:11 “You have made known to me the path of life.  You will fill me with joy in 
Your presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand.” A place of eternal pleasure, eternal 
joy.  One of the ways that you and I make it through the realities of this life, the suffering and the 
struggles of this life, even the evil that we have to face in this world is to realize this isn’t all 
there is.  This isn’t the best that it can be.  I look forward to something better.  We watch a bunch 
of middle aged men, smelly from fishing, sitting around a campfire on a commercial on TV 
clicking their beer glasses together saying, “It doesn’t get any better than this.”  I hope it does!  I 
hope it get better than that!  It does!  It does get better than this. Sometimes you need to grab on 
to that truth and recognize this isn’t all there is.  Sometimes that’s the only thing that makes what 
we’re going through in this world make sense.  It does get better than this.  This is not the end of 
the road.  There is an eternity that we look forward to.  
  When you really think about it, this world we live in, is really a broken place, a place 
where we really don’t want to stay forever.  Besides the body getting older and breaking down, 
people are mean and hurt each other. People would get upset if Gary did not cut the grass in his 
ditch.  Make snide comments.  So Gary would try to appease them by cutting the grass in his 
ditch.  He would say, “Lazy people plant Tiger lilies.” Gary Nearman heard stories about 
divorce, marital unfaithfulness, people hurting people with abusive words over the counter at the 
meat market.  Gary would always try to look for the best in people.  When a person was cutting 
down someone, Gary would defend the person.  He would try to be the peacemaker.  Gary 
sometimes caught the wrath of people too, when he sold them fatty bacon.  Gary would try to 
justify his behavior, by saying, “We have to get rid of it somehow.  But as hard as Gary tried to 
make it right, tried to make you feel better, he just couldn’t do it.  Like everyone else.  Gary fell 
short of God’s expectations of perfection. How do we know then that Gary made it to heaven?  
Gary even had his moments of doubt.   Well, God sent Jesus Christ to this earth to give us the 
message.  He sent Him to give us the message that it does not have to be unclear.  We don’t have 
to be unsure about the hope of heaven.  1 John 5:11-12 “This is what God told us.  God has 
given us eternal life and this life is in His Son.  Whoever has the Son has life.  But whoever does 
not have the Son of God, does not have life.” It couldn’t be more clear than that.  Jesus came to 
say, “I want to show you the way to heaven, to eternal life.  I’m the way to eternal life.”  God 
knows that some of us don’t like to ask for directions.  So He came to us.  Before we even asked 
He said, “Here is the way to get to heaven.  It’s through Me. It’s through Jesus Christ.”  

Many people today are depending on what they do to get into heaven.  Or they base their 
trip to heaven on comparisons.  We look around and think, “If I’m doing better than most people 
I’ll probably make it in.”  I’m doing probably as good as Pastor Schulz.  It’s a matter of 
comparison in getting in. We all have this picture in our mind of waiting in this long line that 
snakes up to the pearly gate and we just step one step at a time up to Saint Peter who has this 
book.  In this book is all the good things we’ve done, all the bad things we’ve done.  If we’ve 
done more good than bad, if it balances out right he’s going to say, Come on in.  Each step we 
take we’re sweating more and more, hoping that somehow we make it in.  



  But we’ve got the wrong picture.  Even Gary had it wrong for a while.  Gary used to say, 
“that’s good enough.” “Whatever.”  But good enough isn’t good enough for God.  That’s 
because heaven is a perfect place.  Because it’s perfect even one imperfection will keep you out.  
It does keep us out.  If you have even one bad thought, one wrong action, one sin in your life 
your entire life that’s enough to keep you out of heaven.  It’s not a matter of balancing the books.  
Someone needed to wipe the slate clean for you to let us in. 
  That’s what Jesus did.  That’s why Jesus came to this earth.  That’s why He died on the 
cross.  To wipe your slate clean.  To offer you forgiveness.  That’s why He’s the way.  So the 
idea of the long line?  You don’t have to stand in that line.  Jesus gives you a fast pass out of that 
line.  A different way in.  You can know for sure, based on what He’s done.  Heaven is a gift of 
God’s grace.  “For it is by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourself, it’s 
a gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast.” It’s not based on what I’ve done.  The 
more we base our thoughts on whether we’ll get into heaven or on what we’ve done the less sure 
we’ll be.  The more we recognize it’s what Jesus did, the more security we’ll have.
   One trait that I liked about Gary that reminded me of Jesus, is when people were upset 
with something or someone, Gary would say, “Blame it on me.”  Gary wanted to take the heat, 
so that people would quit fighting and be at peace.   That’s what Jesus Christ did for us.  He took 
all the blame for every last sin we’ve ever done.  Our punishment.  The wrath of God for our 
sins. Jesus took it all.  So that we would have our name cleared before the heavenly Father.
   An entertainer named Barbara Streisand sang quite a few songs over the  years that Gary 
and Debbie loved.  One of those songs was entitled, “The Way We Were.”  It speaks of a time in 
the past, that was a happy time, when things were simpler and not so complicated.  Well, that is 
what the Christian has to look forward too.  A time when we were in a Garden called Eden and 
there was no sin, but perfect communication with God, and perfect happiness.  Yes, that’s the 
way we were.  And Jesus Christ is going to make sure that we return to that time of Eden before 
sin.  Barbara you had it right, but you missed the person who alone can return us to the way were 
were, Jesus Christ. But Gary, unlike Barbara, knew Jesus.  
  And Jesus knew Gary by his first name.  In the book of Revelation it says, that his name 
will be on our foreheads.  In other words, Jesus knows  our names better than the employees at 
Kramer’s store know us.  No longer in heaven, the he you, or hey hun, but a first name.  And rest 
assured the ashes of his body that now rest in an urn, will oneday soon, when Jesus returns be 
restored and reunited with his soul in heaven.  For the Bible says, “He will change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body.”  A body fixed up, completely restored 
forever.  Not the thin, weak body Gary used to have.
   Gary in his life often looked up to the skies.  He fed the sea gulls chicken skins as they 
circled from the skies.  He looked up to the skies to shoot the elusive duck.  He looked up to the 
skies as he walked the 80 in Tawas.  From a bedroom window, he looked to the beautiful blue 
skies and the peaceful tranquility it presented.   Well, Gary has looked to the skies once again, 
looking for the angels to take his soul to heaven.  And you know what, his look was not for 
naught.  For he has now taken a trip to skies to be with his Savior. What a trip.  Truly, Gary was 
a soldier.  A true soldier who fought a good battle.   As Gary once told a religious couple, that 
stayed with him, when asked about his favorite hymn he said its, “Onward Christian Soldiers.”  
Onward, Gary. You have marched out to war with the cross of Jesus.  And you have won the 
battle.  May we also Look Up for Something Much Better as you did.  Amen..


