
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, 
it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. Love never fails. (1 Corinthians 13:4-8a)

Dear Stacey and Kyle, your families and friends:

Some of the most astute observers of what love is like are 
children. One child for example said that "Love is when a girl 
puts on perfume and a boy puts on after shave lotion and 
they go out and smell each other."  In our society “love” is 
often about how each other smells, how each other looks, 
how each other kisses, how we “feel” about each other.

And that’s okay. Feelings are important in love. Another child 
said: "When someone loves you, the way they say your 
name is different. You know that your name is safe in their 
mouth."  Why would that be true? Because of the way those 
who love each other “feel” about each other.  Feeling love is 
okay—in fact, God has “hard wired” us to “feel” love.

What is interesting is that in 1 Corinthians 13 there is almost 
no discussion of love as emotion.  Listen to it once more:  
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, 
it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. Love never fails.
  

These aren’t feelings, these are actions, behaviors. This is 
what love “looks like.”  Love, at its best, is far more than 
emotion. It’s action. It’s something you do.

These words of 1 Corinthians 13 are not deep theological 
concepts:

 Love is patient (even when Stacey doesn’t clean 
house, or when Kyle leaves clothes on the floor).

 Love is kind (even when you are tired or irritable).
 It doesn’t rejoice in evil but rejoices in truth (this is the 

type of person who shields their family from the evil
things of the world; doesn’t allow those type of 
influences in the front door—or the back door).

 Love always protects each other.
 It always trusts each other.
 It always hopes the best for each other.
 It always perseveres with each other.
 Love never fails—It never gives up, it never throws in 

the towel.

These are not flowery emotions, this is love you can see.  
As you stand before God and exchange your vows—this is 
the type of love God wants you to show. This is what your 
vows are all about.

Now some people do seem to understand biblical love better 
than others. However, John writes: “This is how we know 
what love is:  Jesus Christ laid down his life for us” (1 
John 3:16). In other words, if you want to know what love is 
really like—get to know God.

John also wrote: “Dear friends, let us love one another, 
for love comes from God.  Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love 
does not know God, because God is love” (1 John 4:7-
8).  “And so we know and rely on the love God has for 
us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and 
God in him” (1 John 4:16).
NIV

That’s all well and good. God is love…but how do we know 
HOW to love? Well, God tells us: “Dear children, let us 
not love with words or tongue but with actions and in 
truth” (1 John 3:18).



And then God has shown us:  “This is how God showed 
his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into 
the world that we might live through him” (1 John 4:9).

In fact, this is the model God uses for marriage: “Husbands, 
love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her” (Ephesians 5:25).

Love should be something others can see—not just
something that is “understood.” One of my friends once told 
his wife “I told you once I loved you…that should be 
enough.” No it is NOT enough. Not for us who belong to 
Christ. Love should be something so obvious that even 
children can see and understand it in us.  

Stacey and Kyle, love God first and foremost in your life 
because of all he has done for you:  saved you from your 
sins, given you eternal life, and given you to each other for 
this life. Then pattern your love for each other after the love 
that God has for each of you—and SHOW that love to each 
other, even when you may not FEEL it—and God will bless 
you with a happy marriage.  Amen.
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